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RSCC protests at Hunter College, 25th Street Plaza
BY DAMLA BEK
EDITORINCHIEF

Safe spaces,
the idea that
there are certain spaces
on a college
campus where
speech is
limited or repressed, stifle
freedom of
expression and undermine the
very foundations that this country was built upon.

BUSINESS 7
Wage gap smaller than
previously reported (p. 8)
PayScale recently released
a study that
claimed the
gender wage
gap is substantially less than
the Bureau of
Labor Statistics
has reported.
The study uses controlled data
that considers factors the Bureau
of Labor Statistics report did not.

ARTS & STYLE 10
Freshmen ﬁnd their voices
at Baruch Voices (p. 10)
Baruch Voices
is an artistic
portrayal of
stories, messages and
experiences
performed by
selected freshmen students,
who volunteer
to share their monologues and
use the event as a venue in order
to let their voices be heard.

SCIENCE & TECH 11
Fallout 4’s gameplay captivates gamers (p. 11)
Fallout 4 released on PlayStation 4, Xbox
One and PC on
Nov. 10 to positive reviews.
Although
gamers were
impressed with
the impressive
gameplay and an array of customization features, the game
seemed lacking in story.

SPORTS 13
Baruch swim teams
dominate opener (p. 13)
Despite opening the 2015-16
season with
a three-game
losing streak,
the Baruch
men’s and
women’s
swimming
teams found
their footing in their contest
against York College. Freshman
Wendy Ambrosio continued her
wondrous rookie campaign.
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In light of the upcoming decision on whether CUNY will continue to annually increase tuition, the RSCC protested on the Baruch
25th Street Plaza during and after a CUNY Board of Trustees hearing, chanting their list of demands.

CUNY staff and
faculty testify
against tuition
hike at hearing

The Revolutionary Student Coordinating Committee coordinated
a protest outside of Hunter College
in conjunction with various local
chapters of Students for Justice in
Palestine and other student organizations within CUNY, converging with the Million Student March
on Thursday, Nov. 12. The protests
recurred the following week outside of Baruch College on Monday,
Nov. 16.
The Million Student March calls
for tuition-free public college, cancellation of all student debt and a
$15 minimum wage for students
working on-campus.
The RSCC was founded in
February 2012. It seeks to unite
“revolutionary-minded youth and
students throughout the CUNY system in NYC,” as stated on its website. The RSCC lists issues such as
police brutality, class exploitation,
among others, as its points of unity.
Preceding rallies and events
were held on the campuses of City
College, Queens College, Brooklyn
College and the College of Staten
Island, culminating in a teach-in
and main rally on the Hunter College campus beginning at 4 p.m.
and ending around 6 p.m.
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LOOPi helps students learn collaboratively

BY THOMAS SEUBERT
MANAGING EDITOR

CUNY students, faculty
and alumni offered testimony
opposing a possible tuition hike
at a CUNY Board of Trustees
public hearing on Nov. 16. James
B. Milliken, CUNY chancellor,
attended the open meeting held
at Baruch College.
The public hearing featured
60 speakers from the CUNY
community who had the opportunity to speak on any calendar item slated for a vote at the
Nov. 23 board meeting, with the
big-ticket item being the proposed operating budget for fiscal year 2016-17.
An overwhelming majority of the speakers addressed
the potential for an extension
of the Rational Tuition Plan,
a component of SUNY 2020,
which increased CUNY tuition
$300 per year from fiscal year
2011-16.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Aviv Meital, Amit Golan-Gutin and Joe Kim entered LOOPi in the SmartPitch Challenge sponsored by Verizon in which they
won in several diﬀerent categories. They are also contestants in the CUNY CSE Incubator Competition, which ends next month.
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER
Aviv Meital was struggling with his online accounting homework when we had a simple question to ask
his classmates about one of the problems. He tried to
use the master email list provided to all students of
the course, but did not receive any helpful responses.

There must be a better way to collaborate with my fellow business students, Meital thought to himself. This
lack of camaraderie among students in lecture halls is
what sparked his idea of developing a web-based platform, called LOOPi, so students can help one another
learn the course material more efficiently.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Opinion: University of Missouri protests remind why the concept of race should be abolished
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
Pol. Sci. ’19
Recent occurrences at the University of Missouri have once again thrust race into the spotlight as rallies at college campuses across the nation begin to spark. Race, a purely psychological concept—its existence is dependent on the perpetuation of stereotypes and expectations associated with different skin colors relative to the surrounding population. The idea should have been abolished after the American Civil War. Race
should have been obliterated 150 years ago. That date on its own was late due to the fact that it should never have turned into a measurement
of identification centuries prior to that.

STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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RSCC holds demonstration in 25th Street Plaza

News Briefs
COMPILED BY
KINDRA COOPER
The recent spike in CUNY
enrollment, far surpassing a
quarter-million college students, is attributed to value for
money, according to Chancellor James B. Milliken. “CUNY is
recognized nationally as one of
the best values in education,”
said Milliken. “Tuition is relatively low, the vast majority of
our students receive financial
aid and relatively few graduate
with student debt. At the same
time our faculty are world-class
and we offer attractive programs
that prepare graduates for success. The combination is hard
to beat.” More than 66 percent of
full-time undergraduates attend
tuition-free, 80 percent graduate
debt-free and tuition at its fouryear colleges ranks among the
lowest in the nation.
_________________________
In the wake of the terrorist attacks in Paris last Friday,
in which Islamic State group
gunmen killed 129 people,
Chancellor James B. Milliken
issued a statement on behalf
of CUNY to “extend its most
profound sympathies” to those
affected. “No words are sufficient to express our deep sadness over the senseless killings
and injuries sustained by innocent people,” the statement
continues. “We join with President Obama, all Americans,
and the global community in
condemning these brutal acts of
violence.”
_________________________
CUNY held an invitationonly conference on Nov. 13 to
help students majoring in STEM
fields find and pursue competitive scholarships including
transfer scholarships, scholarships for public service, and
scholarships in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The morning-long
meeting served to apprise faculty and staff at senior and community colleges who inform,
recruit and support talented students in securing scholarships,
including scholarship directors,
honors directors and special
program directors. Among the
scholarships discussed were
those from the American Association of University Women, the
Women’s Forum of New York,
the American Chemical Society
Scholars Program, the CUNY
Institute of Mexican Studies Becas Scholarship Program, the
federal Rangel Graduate Fellowship and the USAID Payne International Development Graduate
Fellowship.
_________________________
LaGuardia Gallery of Photographic Arts Presents Ricardo
Aca’s “Not A…” is a photo exhibit conceived in response to
presidential candidate Donald Trump’s statements about
Mexican immigrants. LaGuardia
alum Ricardo Aca photographed
people attending an outdoor
soccer game, the Gold Cup finals in Philadelphia, holding
banners: “Not a Killer,” “Not a
Rapist,” “Not a Drug Dealer,” as
counterpoints to Trump’s statements. On display from Nov.
12 to Dec. 31, 2015, the photos
sparked a YouTube video, which
drew worldwide attention and
led to interviews for Aca in The
New York Times, Los Angeles
Times, CNN, Univision and
other outlets.
________________________

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The protesters proceeded to
the home of CUNY Chancellor
James B. Milliken to conduct a
demonstration outside. No arrests were made over the course of
the evening.
Approximately 200 people participated in the main rally. According to videos posted on the Hunter
Students for Israel Facebook page,
the protesters shouted, “Long live
the intifada” and “There is only
one solution—intifada revolution,”
in reference to the Palestinian
uprising against Israeli occupation
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
They also chanted, “Zionists out of
CUNY,” according to a video posted
by YouTube user Shahar Azani.
Percy Lujan, chair of RSCC,
defended RSCC. He explained:
“Being RSCC an anti-imperialist
organization, we stand against
colonization and fascism wherever these manifest. Zionism is a
political ideology that promotes
the colonization of Palestine, genocide against the Palestinian people,
and the existence of an Apartheid
settler-colonialist Israeli state.”
He continued, “Zionism is not
synonymous with Judaism. We
have Jewish comrades in RSCC
who are fervent anti-Zionists for
they understand that their right for
self-determination of their people
is intrinsically tied to the right for
self-determination of the Palestinian people and all oppressed
people of the world.
Zionism rejects the self-determination of Palestinians and this
is how it comes into conflict with
what RSCC stands for.”
The Friday morning after the
rally, Hunter College President
Jennifer Raab, Hunter College
Senate Chair Sandra Clarkson and
Hunter Undergraduare Student
Government President Chika On-

yejiukwa released a joint statement
condemning any anti-Semitic
comments made during the rally.
“While we are committed to
the right of free speech and free
expression for all within our campus community, there is no place
for hate speech and other acts of
bigotry, harassment, intimidation, exclusion and intolerance
based on an individual’s beliefs
and backgrounds. Hunter must
be a community where all express

tested in the 25th Street Plaza during and immediately after the public hearing held by the CUNY Board
of Trustees.
Over the course of the hearing, the Board heard testimonies
from 60 concerned attendees
about prominent budgetary issues
within CUNY, such as potential
tuition hikes. This comes after the
administration announced that
community college tuition will be
frozen through the coming fiscal

“Here in CUNY, we don’t have the KKK, but we do have
the NYPD. We do have Andrew Cuomo and racist legislators
upstate. We do have the Board of Trustees. We do have CUNY
administrators. They have been severely harassing us and
repressing a movement for years. CUNY is going to extreme
lengths to push its racist agenda.”
-RSCC Protester
their views and opinions, without
personally attacking others based
on who they are and what they
believe,” the statement reads.
Chancellor Milliken also commented while speaking at a conference that day, stating, “Universities are places where free speech,
debate and the open exchange
of ideas are not just encouraged,
they are necessary to our mission
of exploring and understanding
a diverse range of ideas and perspectives … while we will always
embrace this openness to many
voices, intolerant, hateful and
bigoted speech, while it may be
legally protected, is anathema
to our values.”
The next Monday, RSCC pro-

year, while senior colleges may see
the Rational Tuition Plan extended.
The Board will decide whether to
approve or reject the appeal for the
extension on Nov. 23.
The RSCC attended the hearing
to present a petition for the CUNY
prison divestment campaign. The
petition, hosted on change.org,
had 286 supporters by press time.
The petitioner, CUNY Prison Divest, makes a series of demands,
such as “CUNY must divest from
all private prisons and private
detention centers, and all institutions that benefit from the suffering of our communities,” as well
as “End all NYPD, ROTC, Border
Patrol, ICE Police recruitment
and all military recruitment in

CUNY campuses.” It also demands
“divestment from Israeli companies as well as the divestment
from organizations that fund the
existence of apartheid Israel.”
“What’s going on in Missouri
right now? The KKK is openly riding around on campus right now
and throwing bricks in the homes
of black and brown students. Racism and white supremacy might
look different there than it does
here in CUNY, but that doesn’t
make it any less serious,” declared
one protester in the 25th Street Plaza. “Here in CUNY, we don’t have
the KKK, but we do have the NYPD.
We do have Andrew Cuomo and
racist legislators upstate. We do
have the Board of Trustees. We do
have CUNY administrators. They
have been severely harassing us
and repressing a movement for
years. CUNY is going to extreme
lengths to push its racist agenda.”
Baruch Hillel also arrived
on scene to confront the protesters. Ilya Bratman, director
of Hillel, spoke openly about
the occurrences.
“They attempted to highjack
a reasonable cause of tuition increases and faculty salaries and
conflated irrational anti-Semitic
accusations with possibly reasonable discussions about tuition and
salaries,” he said.
“Their allegations were unacceptable and created an environment that threatens other students
on campus. Such protests only
serve to disrupt, confuse and intimidate our students. Our campus
and CUNY as a whole should stand
united against oppressive, illegitimate groups, like SJP, who try to
demonize and attack Israel with
false charges and assertions, and
outright anti-Semitic claims.”
He then went on to say the protesters would return following the
next Board of Trustees meeting.

USG systematically allocates money for budget appeals
BY NICOLE CLEMONS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
At Baruch College, clubs and organizations under the Office of Student Life receive monetary budgets
to operate for the academic year.
These budgets, funded by the Undergraduate Student Activity Fees
every enrolled student must pay as
part of tuition, are often amended.
The Baruch Undergraduate
Student Government manages the
budgets of every Baruch club and
organization excluding the publication and broadcasting organizations such as Lexicon, WBMB, Encounters and The Ticker.
The process begins with registering an existing club or organization with Student Life. New clubs
and organizations must be chartered by USG before being recognized as a club or organization on
campus. Club and organization
presidents and treasurers must attend the two-hour Baruch Officer
Leadership Training seminar offered at the beginning of the Fall
semester. BOLT helps to “equip
your executive officers with skills
that will not only enhance their
leadership potential, but also help
you start planning and coordinating events,” according to the BOLT
website.
When a club or organization
is registered with Student Life,
USG’s Finance Committee begins
to allocate budgets. “First, club
leaders reach out to the finance
committee to receive the appropriate forms and information to
submit a Budget Proposal,” said
Salma Mohamed, chair of the
finance committee.
“Once a club [or] organization’s budget proposal is received
by the finance committee, an appointment is set to have a budget
proposal review meeting with the

finance committee and the [USG]
treasurer [Isabel Zhao] as well as
another executive board member
of the respective club [or] organization,” continued Mohamed.
During the meeting, the finance
committee discusses the club or
organization’s changes from the
previous year and how they affected their budget. The committee
then reviews the club’s or organization’s full proposed budget.
“Afterwards, the finance committee utilizes the information
from the budget proposal as well
as the additional details garnered
from the budget proposal review
meeting to propose an allocation
for the club/organization,” said
Mohamed. The committee’s proposed budget is then sent back to
the respective club or organization
leader for feedback.
“Some club leaders elect to
move funds around, others elect to
request additional funds and some
accept the committee’s proposal
as is. Depending on the circumstances, requests for additional
funds may be accepted by the finance committee and if not, then
the request is brought up to the
senate [during senate meetings],”
said Mohamed.
During the Tuesday, Nov. 10
senate meeting, the USG senate
approved nine club and organization budgets along with five social
Greek club budgets, including Beta
Phi Sigma and Alpha Kappa Delta
Phi. One of the major changes
Mohamed has made to the process of allocating club and organization budgets is to the budget
proposal form.
“I took the initiative to completely revamp it and transform
the old budget proposal form into
an Excel form. This change has facilitated the committee’s ability to
more efficiently allocate budgets

and, from my knowledge, has
worked well with club leaders who
have utilized the form this semester,” explained Mohamed.
In addition to the changed form,
Mohamed stated that the growth
in the financial committee has
helped in allocating budgets justly.
“While this means that proposed
allocations from the committee take longer to create because
there are many additional opinions to take into consideration,
this also ensures fairer budgets as
there are several vantage points
that the finance committee utilizes
to analyze its proposed budgets,”
said Mohamed.
“While we may not be able to
award clubs and organizations with
their exact budget requests, we do
our very best to remain unbiased,
equitable and fiscally responsible
with every budget that we propose.
The finance committee’s ultimate
goal is to ensure that every club
and organization is backed with
the appropriate funding to be able
to thrive on campus now and in the
future,” she continued.
Also at the Nov. 10 senate
meeting, the appeals committee,
chaired by Benjamin Chatham,
allocated appeals to 12 clubs and
organizations, including the Black
Student Union, Golden Key and
Colleges Against Cancer. At the
Nov. 17 senate meeting, the committee allocated appeals to two
more clubs and organizations.
Similar to budget proposals,
club and organization appeals begin with the club filing a form with
their appeal request. “I schedule
an interview time with them to discuss specifics. This is usually done
via email, although it can be done
in person,” said Chatham.
Before the interview, Chatham
adds the proposal to their master
spreadsheet “in order to keep track

of how much money clubs are requesting overall and how many
appeals I have received in the
current cycle.”
During interviews with clubs
and organizations, Chatham and
his two vice chairs of appeals Larry Biscette and Joanne Beloy ask
standard questions such as meeting attendance. “We also ask questions specific to the request. For
instance, a club hosting a show
often has contracts, so we will
ask who they are, what they cost,
what are the alternatives, etc.,”
explained Chatham.
From there, Chatham and his
vice-chairs discuss the allocations.
“There are a cavalcade of factors
that go into this: managing our
own budget, determining what aspects of the event are essential and
which are not, making sure everything is following OSL guidelines
and also taking into account our
own guidelines. My principle when
doing allocations is to provide as
much funding to clubs as possible
while maintaining all our budget
goals,” said Chatham.
After the appeals committee reaches a finalized appeal for
the club or organization, the club
and organization leaders are notified of the proposed appeal that
will be presented in front of the
USG senate.
A few changes that Chatham
and his committee have made include striving to better communicate their committee’s deadline
to club and organization leaders
via the USG website, Facebook,
fliers and mass emails. The committee also, “publicized our total
budget numbers on the master
sheet, so when a club is here, they
can understand what budget constraints that we’re dealing with,
so that there is no confusion,”
explained Chatham.
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CUNY stakeholders oppose tuition
hike at Board of Trustees hearing

LASO injects Baruch
with Latin culture

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
STAFF WRITER

At the start of the hearing,
Joseph K. Awadjie, chair of the
University Student Senate and
student representative on the
Board of Trustees, asked the
members of the board to listen to
students’ testimonies and carefully consider the impact of raising
tuition.
In the hours that followed,
student-elected officials—among
other speakers—addressed the
board and Milliken. Chika Onyejiukwa, USS delegate from Hunter
College, expressed why she views
a tuition hike as misguided: “I am
here today to express the concerns
that Hunter students have; they are
worried. Some will have to pick up
more hours at work.
Many, who never thought they
would, will need loans, and some
are beginning to question whether
their degree is still worth pursuing.” She continued, “Increasing
tuition only puts a band-aid on the
problem and is an easy way out.
Tuition increases may be predictable but they are far from rational.”
According to Onyejiukwa, the
board of trustees needs to press the
state legislature and Gov. Andrew
Cuomo for additional funding.
Continually asking students to pay
a higher rate is an unsustainable
means of funding the university
system, she added.
Kenny Soto, president of City
College of New York’s Undergraduate Student Government, similarly
called on the board to pressure
the state for more funding and
shared an account of how tuition
increases affect him.
“I have had to, unfortunately,
take out loans that I will not be able
to afford and will have to spend six-

to-seven years paying … I expected
financial aid to help me,” said Soto.
The state’s Tuition Assistance
Program covers up to $5,135 in
tuition — $1,195 less than the 201516 raised tuition rate at CUNY senior colleges.
Annie Sourbis, Baruch USG
president, as well as other student officials all offered testimony
against the extension of the Rational Tuition Plan.
In similar language, each called
on the board of trustees to do
the following: reject the rational
tuition plan extension, adopt a
March 2015 USS resolution demanding a tuition freeze, call on
the state and governor to modernize TAP benefits and pressure
Cuomo to sign a maintenance of
effort bill.
Under SUNY2020, the state is
required to at least keep consistent
the funding for certain mandatory
costs incurred by CUNY.
The maintenance of effort bill
on the governor’s desk would expand the maintenance of effort
requirement under SUNY2020 to
take into account fringe benefits
for faculty and staff, inflationary
expenses and other costs.
Critics of Cuomo argue the governor has sidestepped the spirit
of SUNY2020 by keeping funding
nominally consistent but not consistent with inflation.
Referencing SUNY2020, Michael Fabricant, first vice president
of PSC-CUNY, testified, “The other
half of that promise was that this
governor would, in fact, make the
investments on maintenance of
effort so that this university could
deal with year-over-year salary increases, contract inflation and any
other increases — and not put that
burden on students on the basis

of tuition increases.”
CUNY faculty and staff have
been working without contracts for
five years and have gone without a
pay increase for six years.
“It’s time for the trustees to say
very clearly — and publicly — [that
New York state and New York City]
need to make the investments to
pay faculty and staff competitive
salaries.” Fabricant later added,
“It’s time for the board of trustees
to press publically for the governor
to sign that MOE legislation.”
Throughout the testimonies
given during the public hearing,
members of the audience waved
fliers that said “Reject Tuition
Hikes” and “Increase Public
Funding Not Tuition.”
Prior to the opening remarks, an
information packet about CUNY’s
achievements during the Rational
Tuition Plan was distributed. The
packets cited numerous awards
won by members of the CUNY
community, record enrollment
numbers and statistics regarding
CUNY students and tuition: more
than 66 percent of CUNY students
pay no tuition and only 19 percent
of CUNY students graduate with
federal loan debt.
The predictive tuition policy
was implemented to help families
estimate future costs of college tuition, avoiding substantial fluctuations in the cost of public higher
education.
Students, alumni and faculty
also testified at the hearing in favor
of the board’s plan to hold community college tuition steady, plans to
expand funding for online courses
and CUNY divestment from fossil
fuels and private prisons.
The Board of Trustees will vote
on the proposed operating budget
on Nov. 23.

Reggaeton played in the background to accent a full display of
Latin dishes being served by the
Latin American Student Organization. Held for the second time,
IT marked the beginning of Latin
Food Week, a three-day event celebrating the Latin cultures through
their most popular dishes.
The event, sponsored and
advertised by fellow Baruch clubs,
showcased the variations of common appetizers, main courses and
desserts found across Latin countries. One appetizer offered was a
savory combination of fried sweet
plantain and zesty cheese known
as maduros con queso. However,
this dish can easily double as a
desert by adding guava paste, a
popular ingredient in Latin sweets.
The undisputed showstopper
of the appetizers offering was the
patacones de carne desmechada,
with the twice-fried plantain, or
patacon, serving to balance the
succulent shredded beef simmered in rich sauce. On top of
this, students added guacamole,
queso,and hot sauce. Other dishes
featured include traditional beef
and chicken tacos, flan, tres leches, and Latin beverages such as IncaCola and Postobon.
Event co-host Brian Ranquillo
explained the significance of Latin
Food Week as a way to expose the
Baruch student body to the culture
and traditions of Latin countries
through food, a catalyst for sparking conversation and exchanging
values. “Latinos [are] known for
dancing…but there’s more to it
than us being rowdy…our cuisine
happens to be pretty good as well!”
said Ranquillo.

LASO is a nationwide organization, with numerous chapters
across the country, especially
throughout CUNY. The institution “strives to unite the Latino
community whether it be through
gatherings, parties, tackling cultural issues going on, stereotypes… we’re a well diverse club,
we focus on the Latino community
but we also strive to bring anybody
in as well… so it also about educating people about our culture,”
as Baruch LASO president Victor
Baltatan explained.
Baltatan was inspired to develop the committee after hearing
stories from fellow Latino students
who were struggling to maintain
their cultural identity at Baruch.
Baltatan is especially fond of LASO’s ability to develop its members. The organizing committee is
composed completely of current
students who collect money, organize marketing and manage all
events, thus priming their leadership and communication skills.
LASO kicked off the semester
celebrating Dia de los Muertos, or
Day of the Dead, a festive cultural
experience celebrating the deceased in Mexico. The committee
organized a panel called “Latinos
in Business,” featuring many successful Latinos and LASO alumni,
who held an informative conversation with students.
Future events planned include
a Latin dance workshop for those
interested in learning salsa, merengue, bachata and more. Other
more serious gatherings will be
to discuss recent comments that
presidential candidate Donald
Trump has aimed towards the
Latino Community, and a sufficient stance or response to take
against them.
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Opinions
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

Protests and funding issues
mar meaning of CUNY month
November is CUNY month, and if you were not aware of that fact,
one could not blame you. CUNY month is purported as a “celebration
of the people and programs that enrich every part of the City University
of New York.”
With a variety of academic events, concerts, conferences and lectures occurring across all of CUNY’s 24 campuses, November has certainly been a big month for CUNY, however perhaps not as positive as
the school system may have wished.
While these events are certainly nothing to sneeze at, one may wonder if a “celebration” of CUNY is currently appropriate. The elephant in
the room of course is the continuous raising of tuition across all campuses and the uncertainty of how funding for the school system will
transpire in the future.
As of now, an agreement on funding between the city and state has
yet to be reached. Students are increasingly paying more out of pocket to attend classes, and the threat of tuition hikes is always looming
on the horizon.
It may be safe to say that if something is not done to alleviate the student burden soon, the legacy of CUNY once being known as “The Free
Academy of the City of New York,” may soon be gone for good.
Tuition woes are not the least of CUNY’s problems at the moment
though.
November has been wrought with protest and coverage centered on
PSC-CUNY and their fight to reach a contractual agreement of faculty
and staff members.
PSC-CUNY has yet to accept the latest contract offer made to them,
and as of now it looks like this issue will continue well into 2016. November has indeed been a rough CUNY month, and at the rate things
are going, December does not look much better.
The idea of CUNY month should in no way be disparaged. It is always
nice to see CUNY attempt to foster a sense of pride and well-being in
their students and offer them an array of community-building events.
However, those students currently have bigger concerns. What is
most important right now is that students have a sense of reassurance
that these situations will be settled in a way that allows them to continue to receive a quality education at an affordable price. It is hard to
take pride in CUNY when there is so much uncertainty in the air about
what its future will hold.
If tuition continues to balloon and if an agreement with PSC-CUNY cannot be reached, then there may be a lot less students around to
celebrate next November.

Facebook backlash proves unneccesary
Facebook activated “Safety Check” for residents of Paris so they
could let their friends and family know they were safe during the recent
attacks. Since implementing the system on Nov. 14, Facebook has received backlash from users and activists about its failure to post a check
system for other cities that have been under attack, resulting in a service announcement on their safety page the following day.
The Safety Check system acknowledged that the attacks were becoming as severe as a natural disaster and helped ease people’s worries
by simplifying communication. It is impossible to serve all the problems of the world because there are too many for a medium like Facebook. Facebook is not the news like CNN, yet, they still listened to their
users and acted in a state of sensitive times around the world.
What they did for Paris should be understood as a symbol for all nations facing similar attacks, bringing them together through one specific occurrence. Facebook could not take action for every single thing
that happened. It should not be seen as a move of favoritism for Paris,
but representative of the growing causations of Islamic State group attacks, a move to let people know that they care about their users and a
way to make more people aware of current events in need of support.

REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER

Safe spaces contradict goal of college
“Safe spaces,” where students are protected from opposing view points, are harmful to a free society

H

ave we become too coddled as a society? Political
correctness has strongly
emerged in the past few decades,
dictating that people should be
careful to not use language or behave in a way that could offend a
particular group of people. While
that may seem good and well initially, PC culture has ultimately
trampled on First Amendment
rights, as well as the backbone of
our nation.
There was a time, centuries ago,
when certain speech was deemed
heretical or perhaps disloyal to
the state. Fortunately, for humanity, the idea of free speech was
entertained for the first time.
Perhaps free speech is best
summed up by Voltaire when he
said, “I do not agree with what you
have to say, but I’ll defend to the
death your right to say it.”
It was an idea so central in
founding this country that the
Founding Fathers placed it as
first on a long list of 10 important
amendments that shaped our great
nation. Fast forward some hundreds of years later and witness
on college campuses and political
rallies, and even on the Internet a
wave of political correctness.
Where professors, like Donald
Hindley, are found guilty of “racial
harassment,” without due process,
for explaining the origin of the term
“wetbacks” in class, while simultaneously criticizing it.
Where Yale students are threat-

ened with having shirts banned
for having a quote on them from
author F. Scott Fitzgerald saying, “I
think of all Harvard men as sissies.”
Where there are “free speech
zones” at political rallies so people
do not step on others’ toes and hurt
one another’s feelings.
Where people are censored
on websites for creating “hostile
environments.”
Let us be thankful that Baruch
College has not been hit with the
same idiocy and hopefully will not
be hit with PC culture’s stiffening
rules.
Thankfully, CUNY Chancellor
James Milliken has said, “Universities are places where free speech,
debate and the open exchange
of ideas are not just encouraged,
they are necessary to our mission of exploring and understanding a diverse range of ideas and
perspectives.”
So is this new wave of political
correctness justified when used to
censor one’s opponent because he
or she does not like what someone said? That is no way to live in a
free society.
A free society encourages debate and shuns censorship. Rejecting someone simply for voicing an
unpopular opinion is no way to
debate in a free society.
One has every right to say something controversial, just as another
has every right to disagree respectfully and debate.
Even President Barack Obama

has weighed in on this issue saying, “…I don’t agree that you, when
you become students at colleges,
have to be coddled and protected
from different points of view. I
think you should be able to—anybody who comes to speak to you
and you disagree with, you should
have an argument with them. But
you shouldn’t silence them by
saying, ‘You can’t come because
I’m too sensitive to hear what you
have to say.’ That’s not the way we
learn either.”
Perhaps late comedian and social critic George Carlin truly highlights this problem, saying in 2004,
“Political correctness is America’s
newest form of intolerance, and it
is especially pernicious because
it comes disguised as tolerance. It
presents itself as fairness, yet attempts to restrict and control people’s language with strict codes and
rigid rules.”
Nobody should have to tiptoe
and mince words just to avoid offending another person. It would
be a nice world to live in, but then
again, it would not be very free.
If one’s ability to say what one
feels is restricted by another’s feelings and reactions, we would not
be living in such a free society after
all—we would be living in a totalitarian society that prohibits exercising an instrumental freedom
we hold.
-Andrew Windsor
Pol. Sci. ’19

Internships hold unrealistic expectations
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A

current trend in our modern
education system is for students to intern at a business,
preferably one that has to do with
their area of study, while attending
classes at the same time. In some
schools and honors programs this
is a requirement, while others only
strongly encourage it.
Advisors push the idea that internships will give students valuable work experience and allow
them to forge lasting work relationships with experts in their field
of choice that can benefit their
future careers.
It is reminiscent of the saying,
“It is not what you know. It is who
you know.”
There is even a possibility that
the company might hire the interns
after they graduate. This is just one
of the ways these connections can
be favorable for students.
Internships are also good resume builders since future bosses
usually like to see that you have
prior “real” work experience, rather

than having spent four years in just
a classroom. So on paper, internships sound like a great thing to
have under your belt.
But what about the student? Is
making internships a requirement
for graduation necessarily what is
best for them? Many internships
are not paid ones and most CUNY
students go to school on top of
having at least one actual paying
job. Then there are the families
that they have to take care of and
the classwork they are responsible
for. Plus they are expected to be a
member of at least one club and if
they are in an honors program, they
need to do volunteer hours.
There does not seem to be
enough hours in the week for all
these obligations to be met without throwing another one into the
mix, especially one without any
financial incentives.
In the long run, it would just
leave the student stressed and
spread too thin. Maybe their grades
will suffer because of it. Maybe their

families will. Maybe their job. But
they should not be put in a positon
that instigates any of those things.
There are those that say the
experience should be incentive
enough, but in reality, sometimes
it is not. Colleges and businesses
have to accept that not everyone can take advantage of the
same opportunities.
If you can fit an internship into
your collegiate experience, especially a paying one, all the more
power to you! And if you cannot?
Then you should not be penalized
for it. Advisors, businesses and other students should not look down
on you because they do not know
your situation.
It does not make you a bad student. It does not make you a bad
candidate for the job. It just makes
you, you. And all hardworking college students should be proud of
that most of all.
-Jessica Kraker
English ’18

THE TICKER OPINIONS I PAGE 5

NOVEMBER 23, 2015

Porn destroys intimacy
The widespread use and availability of porn leaves lasting effects

P

orn is driving about 13 percent of all Internet traffic.
With audiences gaining access to graphic imagery and video
with just a click of the 18+ button,
the world of porn possibilities is
infinite. Porn can fulfill anyone’s
fantasy. That seems to be the very
problem with porn. Sex is one of
the most intimate and common
ways to connect with someone.
However, our ideas and intentions of intimate relationships can
be influenced by the world and
environment in which we exist.
Men’s expectations of their female
partners are greatly influenced
by porn.
Female porn stars have bodies
designed for conventional male
fantasy. Large breasts, surgically
-enhanced bottoms and genitals
tailored by doctors allow the perfect sexual fantasy to be fed to millions. Women have a new physical
image to compete with the—ideal
porn star.
It is also clear that race also
comes into play in deciding how
a porn video should be produced. Take a look at video titles
and descriptions on infamous
porn sites like pornhub.com and
xvideos.com. Porn tends to fetishize tiny Asian girls and busty
black women.
These keywords indicate racial
stereotypes that attract different
types of users. These tags can allow for videos to be searched and
watched by those interested in
sitting through the racially-organized, sexually-fueled experience.
Given that race plays a large
part of the acts performed within
the video, this only confirms the
stereotypes perpetuated by our
society. Asian women serve as a
great example. Stereotypically,
they are exploited as submissive

women willing to do anything to
make their other half happy.
Black women fall prey to stereotypes in the porn industry as well.
Many are subjected to gang-bang
videos. The camera constantly lingers on exotic bottoms and largerthan-life lips. She is expected to
fall into the animalistic frenzy as
she performs acts with her mate,
male or female. That is not where
it ends. She can be found stealing
from clients, being forced to perform lewd acts to repay her debts
and stay out of handcuffs.
Caucasian women are not
protected in this industry either.
Blonde hair, high-pitched voices
and ditzy personalities serve as
their typecast. Seen as the most
desirable and, in some cases, versatile, Caucasian women sometimes stray from their designated
“character,” but the dehumanizing
aspects of porn still affect them
and women of all backgrounds.
Because they are seen as objects of sexual play, women must
constantly fight the one-dimensional image of their sexual desires that is propagated by the
porn industry.
Porn follows a social template
prominent in the United States
before the 21st century, and that
is still prevalent in many other
cultures today. It continues to
give men power over the bodies
of women.
That power penetrates the
minds of women, making them
dependent on their physical
assets. Sex is no longer an intimate and fulfilling experience, but
a marketable competition where
women are competing against
their digital clones.
-Amani James
Corporate Communications’17

No argument in stopping refugee flow
THE POLITICKER

MIKHAIL RELUSHCHIN

E

very day of the past week
and a half has had the countenance of a funeral. The
smoke has cleared, the dead have
been buried, and yet eulogies still
echo throughout an international
community that is still reeling—
blindsided by a mass murder that
everyone feared but no one expected. Paris, a city not known for
shrinking from the limelight, now
commands the world’s attention
for the worst reason imaginable.
A few things are clear. The Islamic State group, once considered a regional nuisance, has now
struck deep in the heart of Europe.
It did so at an opportune time, capitalizing on Europe’s refugee crisis
to further sow mistrust between
western citizens and Muslim diasporas. And there is almost no way
to ensure that the same cannot
happen again. The post-9/11 climate of fear, if there was any excuse to say that it had dissipated, is
surging anew.
The right response to this situation is a question for our grandchildren to judge. But for now,
every capital, every classroom
and every kitchen rings with debates over what that right response
can be. Some see it as a matter of annihilating the Islamic
State group, putting boots on the
ground and dropping bombs from
the sky until the beast succumbs
to our irresistible—and hitherto

Fantasy sports betting requires regulation
Despite what they would like consumers to believe, DraftKings and Fanduel are indeed for gambling

I

t seems hard these days turning on the TV without seeing an
ad from the fantasy sport sites
DraftKings or FanDuel. Ditching
the traditional season-long commitments, these sites instead opt
for daily fantasy, appealing to
sports enthusiasts much in the
same way sites like Netflix appeal
to viewers who wish to binge on a
particular television series.
These sites are popular, addictive and are now getting unwanted
attention from the law.
A cease and desist order from
the New York State Attorney General has dealt a major blow to
the multibillion dollar industry.
According to the attorney general, DraftKings and FanDuel are
cultivating an environment of illegal gambling and are creating
the same health and economic
problems as gambling.
The investigation kicked off after allegations that an employee of
Draftkings inadvertently released
betting data. Using that data, the
same employee won $350,000 at
the rival site Fanduel.
When most people hear “fantasy sports” they think Quidditch. But fantasy sports are a
booming industry.
DraftKings and Fanduel are
valued at over $1 billion. They
have spent close to $81 million
on ads that have been played over
22,000 times.
Both companies have major investors that include the NBA, MLB
and the owners of the Dallas Cowboys, Jerry Jones and New England
Patriots, Robert Kraft.
This is the second significant
setback for DraftKings and FanDuel with the first coming in October. Nevada regulators ruled
playing daily fantasy sports is not
a game of skill, but instead gam-

bling. “The Nevada Gaming Commission concluded that daily fantasy is gambling and needs to be
licensed here.”
Three other states besides New
York and Nevada have also prohibited the fantasy sites from operating. Nevada, however, is seen as
the most influential because it is
the last bastion of legal gambling.
It is the only state in the union with
active sports betting.
Now a lot of people would
ask “How are these fantasy sites
even legal?”
If you visit either of these websites, they proudly proclaim “100
percent legal in the United States.”
The Unlawful Internet Gambling
Enforcement Act of 2006, outlawed
online gambling and betting. However this law did not take into account daily fantasy sites, because
they did not exist back then. This
has created a loophole called the
“fantasy sports carve out.”
DraftKings and FanDuel both
contend that their games are not
gambling, which is not true in the
slightest.
Dr. Timothy Fong of the UCLA
Gambling Studies Program also
disagrees with this notion, “You’re
putting money up on an event of
uncertain outcome in expectation
or hope of winning a larger reward. That’s the definition of gambling.” This is also not an argument
against daily fantasy being a game
of skill.
There are pros that make six figures playing daily fantasy. There is
some level of skill to playing and
winning daily fantasy. But skill can
be found in almost every form of
gambling, where a decision has to
be made.
A skillful blackjack player will
beat less skilled players in the long
run. In the end, no matter how

much skill is involved, this is still
gambling and the attorney general
has a valid point here.
Gambling, like most things in
life, is bad for you in large doses.
The National Council of Problem
Gambling concluded that fantasy
sports participants are at high
risk to develop gambling problems. The perception of skill is a
big factor in the development of
an addiction to gambling. For an
addict, they see these “pros” making six figures and wish to emulate
that success.
It slowly gets into their head
that the longer they play, the better they will get, so they should
play more. The more they play, the
more money they lose and the only
way to win that money back is to
keep gambling.
The fact that DraftKings or FanDuel do not consider themselves
gambling sites could actually be
hurting their users.
Since both sites do not consider
their product gambling, many of
the resources that traditional casinos provide to players that promote ideas like “responsible gaming,” such as information about
hotlines and warning signs, are
not present.
It is almost impossible to identify daily fantasy as anything but a
way to bet on sporting events. This
brings up the obvious issue that
daily fantasy is treated much more
differently than any other type of
gambling in the United States.
Most forms of gaming are regulated to some degree or considered
illegal. Daily fantasy should not be
illegal, but it needs to be regulated
to both protect players’ health
and money.
-Davon Singh
Finance ’17

impotent—might. Others think it
is a matter of building up security,
strengthening law enforcement
and internal countermeasures
until terrorism is locked out of
our homeland.
These are common refrains—
ones that structured public debate
in the wake of 9/11, the war in Iraq
and the PATRIOT Act.
But a troubling new matter is
currently being debated, namely
the fate of the people fleeing Middle-Eastern turmoil. The Syrian
Civil War has brought a tidal wave
of refugees crashing into the Middle East and Europe.
They have settled in overcrowded refugee camps, braved the
Mediterranean on rickety boats
and trudged across miles of European countryside in search of
safety. They are millions in number and rising, and, almost without
exception, nobody wants them.
Turkey and Lebanon are
strained to the breaking point
in their efforts to accommodate
them. European states are waging
verbal warfare over how many to
accept and how to stem their flow.
Israel and the wealthy Gulf States
have rejected them outright. Yet all
the same, they flee the madness of
regional anarchy.
The arguments against taking
them, to the misfortune of these
refugees, are not irrational. It is understandable that small states cannot muster the resources, humanity and security to manage hundreds of thousands of refugees.
Likewise, the economic dimension
of migration is in the back of everyone’s minds; if conflict was all
they were escaping, then they have
little reason to run all the way to
Germany or Canada.
And few believe that ISIS will
not stoop to smuggling terrorists in alongside the desperate
multitudes.

All of these issues can potentially be resolved. But the recipients of these refugees are not debating in the language of resolution. The debate has been hijacked
by the language of invasion, by
terrorism, by insecurity and by the
faceless enemy.
This same language pulled the
United States into Afghanistan
and Iraq and threatens to pull us
into greater missteps. And this
language, in veiled terms, is now
being turned against the refugees
coming to the United States. Consider that every Republican presidential candidate has come out
against accepting any Syrians into
the country.
Likewise, state governors across
the country have announced they
will no longer accept Syrian resettlement within their states. There
is a very real belief that the 10,000
Syrians set for resettlement in the
United States—a pathetic fraction
of the total currently in circulation—carry the miasma of ISIS,
and that we open our homeland to
a second 9/11 if we accept them.
We cannot mince words in describing this phenomenon: Syrian
refugees are being subjected to
collective punishment. If it gives
in to nativist urges now, the United
States would be sacrificing every
value it fought for, from the American Revolution to the beaches of
Normandy, in the pursuit of the illusion of safety.
There is evidence for an argument both for and against limiting
refugee inflow. There is evidence
of a need for greater screening as
much as there is for greater charity. But there is no argument, in
moral or security or even economic terms, for stopping them.
Let this argument be informed
by values and by evidence. We
cannot afford to suffer for the actions we take out of fear yet again.
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Raising tuition means
CUNY is losing focus

ANNIE SOURBIS

I want to take this week’s column to talk about what your student government has been up
to and what we have planned
for you.
On Nov. 10, the Senate passed
the last of the Fall budgets for
clubs and adopted another resolution calling for tuition hikes.
On Monday, Nov. 16, I testified to the Board of Trustees
about why the Senate chose to
adopt the resolution in favor of a
tuition freeze.
With only three minutes to
speak, I focused on how CUNY
was originally created to offer
minorities access to a free and
higher-quality education.
If we continue to raise tuition,
we are shutting more and more
minorities out of CUNY, resulting in separating ourselves further from the original mission
of CUNY.
On a lighter note, on Thursday,
Nov. 12, we held Baruch’s first lip
syncing competition between
clubs. It was probably one of my
favorite events I have been to
at Baruch.
Clubs competed against one
another for a trophy. The second
half of the event was opened up

to anyone in the audience to show
off their talents and most students
chose to do so.
On Tuesday, Nov. 17 and
Thursday, Nov. 19, we brought
back a traditional Undergraduate
Student Government academic affairs event, “Register Domination”.
This is where we open up our
conference room, stocked with
laptops and free donuts to any students that need help registering.
This year we partnered with
Douglas Medina, honors academic advisor, on this project. He
provided one-on-one advisement
with the students there.
We ended up having about
four times the amount of students
than expected.
Some of the events we have
coming up for you include an
event on Thursday, Dec. 3 in the
BPAC that consists of short films
and a panel discussion about immigration and LGBT rights.
The actor that the films are
based on will be speaking, so be
sure to stop by.
Lastly, we will be holding
our holiday/winter/end-of-thesemester party, “Snow Much
More Fun,” on Dec. 10 in the
Multipurpose Room.
Be sure to stop by for gingerbread houses, ugly sweaters
and food.
None of these things would
be possible without the hard
work and passion of our great
senators! To them, I will always
be indebted.
Annie Sourbis is the president of Baruch College’s Undergraduate Student Government. She may be reached at
annie.sourbis@usgbaruch.com.

Racial incidents need more publicity
STORY CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
The need, or the effort, rather,
to level the playing field between
“supreme races” and “minority
groups,” is the only reason race still
justifiably exists. Otherwise, the
underlying arch of superiority removed, race would be completely
archaic and irrelevant. It would be
obsolete because there would be
no use to it.
Therefore, the question has to
be asked: why does race exist? To
broadly categorize humans into
places of origins? We have not
realized that ethnicity maps demographics more accurately and
compares cultural identities without relying on overly-simplified
characteristics with less hostility.
The most important argument
for maintaining race as a systematic element of human identification has to do with reparations.
White society members cannot
disregard the inequality that has
existed between themselves and
minority groups for centuries.
Violence against minorities has
legally been eradicated, but the
psychological and social effects
have not yet been absolved; the
image of race today has been tainted by expectations set centuries
ago. Minorities are either pitied or
reprimanded for their existence—
there is no peaceful coexistence,
unless described in the context of
an ideal world, which we are no
closer to reaching than we are to
mastering teleportation.
Unfortunately, race has not
had positive consequences. Racial
categorization has lumped people
into general groups that have developed into social tiers relative to
one another.
The recent occurrences at the
University of Missouri are a more
modern example of race led astray.

The issue was made viral when an
African-American student reporter, Tim Tai, at the college began
recording an on-campus event.
Tai was forcibly removed from the
destination by a group of white
males who started to shove him
away. Melissa Click, a white—usually racial distinctions would not
be necessary but they are in this
case—professor of Communications, encouraged the forceful removal of Tai from the premises.
Tai, in turn, remained calm and
quoted his First Amendment rights
guaranteed under the Constitution
over which our country was institutionalized. It should be maintained that the rights are expected
to be given to all citizens of this
nation legally, but it might pillage
from those who are not white.
This instance does not stand
unconnected or isolated in the attacks on black Americans at the
University of Missouri. Prior to this
event, black students made their
claims on racial prejudice but nobody took action until this incident
went viral.
Tim Wolfe, the president of the
school at the time, was a corporate
executive brought in to decrease
spending within the university. He
was unwilling to handle the situation—or even acknowledge that
one existed—which rendered him
unable to maintain the full responsibilities of the job. Wolfe dutifully
resigned after the incident.
Protests at the university against
the mistreatment of black students were led by an organization
called “Concerned Student 1950,”
whose name pays homage to the
first black student admitted to the
university back in 1950. A group of
supporters within the organization
rallied around Wolfe’s car during
homecoming to revolt against the
situation. Since then, other protests pertaining to the bigger issue

within the student body have risen.
Nine hate crimes in three years had
been reported from students at the
University of Missouri.
Black students were allegedly
threatened, tormented and unwanted at Mizzou. The school is
predominantly white; students
who consider themselves white
make up a stark 77 percent of the
demographics, compared to the
mere 7 percent that measures
students who identify as black.
In this environment, we are likely
to say that racism does not exist
because there is a race conglomerate. But when a school whose
demographics feature nine or 10
white students for every one black
student outcasts the black student,
prejudices form.
Wolfe released a statement to
explain his negligence in taking
care of the issue. He explained that
he was not aware that racism existed on the school premises despite
repeated calls for assistance and
action from the effected, who are,
in this case, the black community
at Mizzou. Wolfe tried to comply
by expressing the need for a plan to
benefit people of color, but only after being accused of negligence toward the incident. He was instead
forced into resignation, which was
one of the mandates of Concerned
Student 1950.
The bigger concern is why this
plan was not enacted or even proposed in the first place considering
the present difficulties for students
who consider themselves black or
of color.
The concept of race itself bears
no pride or importance to a human
identity unless it is of a supreme
ranking. This ranking has been
“abolished” but the historical resonance has remained, and now it is
still reigning supreme. It is more
important than ever for incidents
like Mizzou’s to be publicized.
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Business
Baruch graduates create LOOPi for college study collaboration
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

The two kept in contact and are
now working with their other business partner, Joe Kim, LOOPi’s CTO,
to develop and market the website,
which they believe is the answer
to this recurring challenge. Kim’s
brother worked with Meital and
encouraged him to help the pair
pursue their business venture. Kim
now works on the physical development and technical-side of the website itself, ensuring that it will run
smoothly once launched.
When asked what specifically
motivated them to make the transition from students to entrepreneurs, Meital proclaimed they wish
to “leverage the power of their [students] collective intelligence.” He
added, “We believe that education
was never meant to do alone—so
many students within the same
class are probably sharing the same
questions, so why not create a social platform that facilitates crowd
source tutoring by connecting students seeking help with motivated
classmates that are looking to assist
on-demand?”
In order to sign up users must
provide LOOPi their student email
address, which is a key security
measure of the site. Once registering for free, the user can search for
specific classes using the information on their course schedule. The
platform for each specific course (or
“Loop”) will consist of group messaging and posts. Students can use
the messaging feature to ask a quick
question they encounter for a timely
response. Alternatively, they would
also have the option to complete a

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

The goal of LOOPi is to help college students study for various shared classes, taking on the form of “crowdsource tutoring.”
submission form requesting more
involved aid, such as a study guide.
Multiple students would then respond to that post, and the student
would have the authority to choose
which classmate they would like to
help them. Each person offering
to help would pay an agreed-upon
fee, in order to incentivize students
to assist.
From this fee, the LOOPi partners would also charge a small
price for acting as the third party
who connected the students. This
stipend is likely to be between 5
percent and 10 percent.
There is also a point system that

rewards students who actively participate in discussions or those who
respond to submissions. Students
could later redeem these points for
other rewards.
Although both Meital and Gutin agreed that the site is strongly
based on trusting its users, they
have implemented certain precautions to prevent misconduct. Users
are not allowed to request test banks
or written essays, and any post that
seems suspicious of resulting in
cheating will get “flagged” as well.
Meital first tested out this online
innovation during a group project
for one of his classes. Due to the

positive reaction from his classmates he decided that this idea was
one worth pursuing. The partners
went to Baruch’s Lawrence N. Field
Center for Entrepreneurship first to
learn about the resources available
for young innovators. This prompted them to join the Smart-Pitch
Competition sponsored by Verizon,
in which they were finalists in four
different categories in June 2015.
The team then presented their idea
at the CUNY CSE Incubator Competition and was chosen as one of five
groups to compete at Demo Day on
Dec. 10 of this year. Although they
won $5,000 for making it past the

first two rounds, they will be competing for the grand prize of $25,000
next month.
As of now, only some Baruch
graduate students are testing out the
platform, but the site has enough
capacity to sustain all of Baruch’s
students if they were to use it at the
same time.
Right now the partners are focusing on promoting the website to
CUNY students in preparation for
launch day. They plan on connecting with club leaders on campus to
promote their website, as well as to
encourage other students who have
an entrepreneurial idea to follow
through with it.
When asked about the main
piece of advice that they would give
students who are looking to capitalize on their own ideas, they suggested taking advantage of all the
resources a school like Baruch has
to offer. “Baruch provides students
a vast amount of resources and
opportunities to take something
as simple as an ‘idea’ through the
rigorous, but invaluable process of
turning it into a business, and more
importantly a scalable business,”
both Meital and Gutin agreed. They
also advised to start as soon as possible, since when one graduates,
it is much harder to get the same
kind of support received from the
collegiate community.
LOOPi will officially launch in
the Spring 2016 semester and will
be open to all university students on
this date. For now, students can join
the testing phase and get a preview
of what the “dashboard” will look
like once they start using the platform at loopime.com.

Court to go forward with insider trading case against Valeant Pharma
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Following months of allegations,
California’s District Judge David
Carter ruled that Canadian-based
Valeant Pharmaceuticals International Inc. and hedge fund manager Bill Ackman would face an
insider-trading lawsuit.
Carter disagreed with the arguments made by Valeant, activist
hedge fund manager William Ackman and Ackman’s Pershing Square
Capital Management. They claimed
that the companies’ activities did
not result in fraud.
Valeant is an international pharmaceutical company specializing in
dermatology, gastrointestinal disorders, eye health, neurology and
branded generics. The allegations
stem from its involvement with
purchasing and selling Allergan’s
stocks. Allergan brands itself as the
leading growth pharmacy.
To be more specific, the fraud
charges are based on an incident
that took place between February
2014 and April 2014. In February
2014, Valeant and Pershing Square
worked together to help Valeant acquire Allergan. For this purpose, Valeant and Pershing Square created
the PS Fund 1, with Valeant contributing $75.9 million. Thus, the two
companies became “co-bidders” for
Allergan and began acquiring Allergan’s stocks, with 600,000 stocks being bought on the second day of the
fund’s existence.
By the time Valeant finally announced that it wished to purchase
Allergan for $51 billion in April of
that same year, PS Fund 1 helped
acquire 9.7 percent of Allergan’s
shares. Following Allergan’s board
of directors’ refusal to merge the
company with Valeant, the shares
owned by PS Fund 1 went on sale
with large profits for their holders.
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Both Valeant and Ackman, founder of Pershing Square Capital Management, will be charged with insider trading.
To be specific, the stock price
value increased from $125.54 per
share in late February to $163.65
per share at closing in late April,
which is when Pershing Square announced that it would sell Allergan’s
stocks, a court document explaining
the case states.
The charges were brought
against Valeant in late December of
2014, claiming that the defendant
violated multiple clauses of the Securities Exchange Act, including
one that prohibits “trading while in
possession of non-public material
information in connection with a
tender offer.”
Because the plaintiff—represented by Anthony Basile and others who were unnamed in the court
document—was able to provide factual evidence and the claim was “fa-

cially plausible,” the case could not
be dismissed.
“The pleadings must raise the
right to belief beyond the speculative level; a plaintiff must provide
‘more than labels and conclusions’,
and a formulaic recitation of the
elements of a cause of action will
not do,” the aforementioned court
document clarifies.
But a charge for insider trading is not as simple as bringing forwards factual evidence that a company committed fraud when trading
shares. Other factors are also taken
into account, including the time
frame in which trading took place.
“Private plaintiffs may bring an
insider trading suit only if they traded ‘contemporaneously’ with the
defendant,” the court document explains. “This requirement limits the

private right of action to those who
actually traded with someone who
had an unfair advantage.”
The court document explains
that the term “contemporaneously”
leads to a lot of debate, as its time
limit was never specifically defined,
thus raising confusion as to whether
the plaintiffs could really charge
Valeant for insider trading. While
some courts believe that contemporaneous trading has to occur on the
same day as the insider trading, others—including the California court
responsible for making a decision
on Valeant’s case—believes that, in
some cases, longer periods of time
could also fall under contemporaneous trading.
Although Valeant acknowledged
that some of its stock purchases
were contemporaneous with other

sales, the answer to the question of
whether other purchases fell under
this category is still unknown.
“Defendants acknowledge that
Iowa PERS’s sales were contemporaneous with PS Fund 1’s stock purchases,” the court document elaborates. “However, the parties dispute
whether Plaintiff ’s Ohio STRS and
Johnson’s sales satisfy the contemporaneous trading requirement.”
Lastly, there is the issue of insider knowledge. “Plaintiffs must
plead [Valeant] knew they were in
possession of material non-public
information at the time of the trade
and that they acted with the intent
to deceive, manipulate, or defraud,”
the court document explains.
Since the stock-related incident,
Allergan has been trying to rebrand
itself. As FiercePharmaMarketing
website reports, Allergan’s website
now sports a sleek new logo.
“Since [Actavis, Plc] snatched
Allergan from hostile suitor Valeant last November, the company
has worked hard to depict itself as
a trailblazer—a drugmaker that rivals Big Pharma in size but puts its
growth margins in shame,” the website states.
On similar note, Valeant is also
trying to move on from the allegations and brace itself for the repercussions of the upcoming court
case. The pharmaceutical has appointed the former Deputy Attorney
General of the United States Mark
Filip as the advisor to an ad hoc
committee responsible for the insider trading allegations.
It may take a while for Valeant
to fully erase the bad stigma that it
has earned with the insider trading allegations, and the results of
the upcoming lawsuit are highly
unpredictable. With the strength
of the evidence against them, it
may be hard for Valeant to recover
its reputation.
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PayScale research shows wage gap smaller than BLS indicates
BY VALERIE LABARBERA
STAFF WRITER
Activists were outraged in 2013
when the Bureau of Labor Statistics
published the report that claimed
women earn 78 cents to every
dollar a man earns. This statistic
has been at the forefront of the
gender wage gap controversy and
discussed continually by various
media outlets.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics’
78 cent figure, which is an uncontrolled number, meaning it does
not take into account any other
factors, is calculated by comparing
the average earnings of all working
men to that of all working women.
Critics have pointed out key
flaws to this data including the
omission of contributing factors
such as amount of hours worked
and career choice that may explain
the discrepancies in earnings.
PayScale, a company devoted to
linking individuals and businesses
to the largest salary profile in the
world, released a report titled “Inside the Gender Pay Gap.”
This report examines the differences in the median earnings of
men and women overall. The report also assesses the effect of additional factors on this gap including marital and family status, industry, job-family balance, education level, management status and
job level.
The data used was collected
from 1.4 million full-time employees who completed the PayScale
survey between July 2013 and
July 2015.
Used as a point of reference,
the controlled data set was determined by calculating the difference
in male median pay and controlled
female median pay.
Controlled female median pay
is an estimate that accounts for outside compensable factors. Some of

these factors include years of experience, education, company size
and management responsibilities.
The result is much different
than the widely publicized uncontrolled Bureau of Labor Statistics
figure. According to PayScale’s report, using the uncontrolled median pay, women make 74 cents to
a man’s dollar or 25.6 percent less
than men.
Using the controlled figure,
women make 97 cents to a man’s
dollar or 2.7 percent less than men.
This controlled number is a drastically lesser amount and could be
within the margin of error since
these numbers are all estimates.
PayScale argues that both
the cause and problem with this
gap is that women are not working the same jobs as men are
and men are more likely to work
higher-paying jobs.
This could be due to the nature
of the industry, job type or job level.
PayScale goes on to compare the
earnings potential between some
of the jobs most commonly held by
women to those most commonly
held by men. An example is women
are 2.1 times more likely to be first
line managers of office and administrative support workers that have
an average salary of $45,100. Men
are 2.2 times more likely to hold
a computer software engineering job that has an average salary
of $88,700.
Additionally, PayScale’s report
concludes that women get promoted less often and earn less when
they do. The controlled numbers
show that the gender pay gap increases the higher the position.
For example, the controlled gap
for a manager or supervisor is 3.1
percent less for women with similar characteristics than their male
counterparts. At the executive level
women earn 6.1 percent less than
their male colleagues.

Government requests data
BY VICKIE SAVVIDES
STAF WRITER

According to a report released
by Facebook, there has been an
increase in government requests
for Facebook user data throughout
the world.
The online social networking service has released the
number of government requests
for users’ data and posts that
have violated local laws in their
respective countries.
Also included in the report is
updated information regarding
national security requests received
under the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act and through National Security Letters. It has begun reporting data in an effort to
reform government surveillance
in countries globally by providing
more transparency.
The report details the numbers
of government requests throughout the first half of 2015.
It separates the data according
to country in which Facebook is
used and the type of government
request. In the report are listed: requests of court orders, emergency
disclosures, Title III’s, search warrants, subpoenas and pen register/
trap and trace numbers.
Over the first six months of this
year, government requests for users’ account data increased by 18
percent, from 35,051 to 41,214,
globally.
The amount of content restricted for violating local law increased
by 112 percent from 9,707 pieces
of content to 20,568.
According to Facebook, these
numbers are due to the government’s dependence on Facebook
to help investigate criminal cases.
Government officials request
basic subscriber information, IP
addresses or account content and

suspects’ online posts from the social media giant. Because the user
base has grown by 15 million people within a year, there has been
an increase in cases reported.
In the first half of the year, Facebook removed 20,568 posts and
other pieces of content from its site
that violated local laws throughout
the world.
This is more than double the
number of material taken down in
the second half of 2014.
A large portion of government requests comes from U.S.
law enforcement agencies. The
U.S. agencies requested data from
26,579 accounts. These accounts
make up more than 60 percent of
requests globally, an increase from
the 21,731 user account requests
during the second half of 2014.
After the United States, the
countries with the most government requests and more content restriction include Britain (3,384), France (2,520) and
Germany (2,344).
Additionally, the countries
with the most content removed
due to local law violation are India
and Turkey.
India rounded up the top with
15,155 pieces of material withdrawn, triple the amount of content removed from the end of
last year.
This massive jump is due to India’s Facebook user population of
more than 190 million people.
The company wrote on the
released report, “Facebook does
not provide any government with
‘back doors’ or direct access to
people’s data.” Facebook is continuously trying to employ a more
diligent approach to all received
government requests in an effort
to protect users’ information, and
security, while upholding their
rights and freedom.
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PayScale has a dynamic approach to measuring female wages. It uses controlled data, which takes various factors into account.
Taking marital status into account, PayScale found that there
is the largest gender pay gap in
married women with children.
The median female married without children earns $48,000 while
the median male married without
children earns $60,800.The median female married with children earns $46,800 while the median male married with children
earns $67,900.
Interestingly, according to PayScale’s survey men say they prioritize home over work more frequently than women do. However,
work-life balance has a greater impact on women’s salaries.
Women who prioritize home
life over work life earn 3.4 percent less compared to men who
do the same. Conversely, this
portion of the report is the most
subjective portion.
Respondents may not be as
truthful out of embarrassment and
what one considers prioritizing
home over work may be different

than another. Surprisingly, the data
found that single men and women
with no children who never prioritize home over work have a zero
percent gender pay gap.
Lastly, the report took a close
look at the technology industry.
Looking at the controlled data,
the highest pay gap is seen at the
executive level with women earning 6 percent less than men do in
this field.
PayScale’s report offers a few
solutions at the individual and
employer level to help close the
gender wage gap.
A few pieces of advice for the
individual includes knowing your
market value, negotiating, setting
goals, finding a sponsor, educating
yourself, modeling good behavior
and speaking your mind. At the
corporate level, PayScale urges all
companies to prioritize diversity in
the workforce.
A key point of PayScale’s solution is that men initiate pay negotiations four times as often as

women. In addition, men ask for
raises that are on average 30 percent larger than women.
There was a report done by
CONSAD Research Corp. for the
U.S. Department of Labor that
largely refutes that there is a gender
pay gap.
One of its main points, which
was omitted from the PayScale report, is that when women do ask for
raises they often ask for non-cash
fringe benefits such as more vacation days and better health insurance. The report concludes that
these fringe benefits account for 9
percent of the wage gap bringing
the median amount women make
up to 96.4 percent that of men,
which is extremely close to PayScale’s 97.3 percent figure.
Although there are varying reports on the gender wage gap, they
all seem to have one thing in common, which is that there is some
sort of gap. The discrepancy lies in
how large the gap and how it can
be reversed.

Microsoft opens flagship store in NYC
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

The seemingly endless Apple
versus Microsoft war will forever
be etched in technology history.
One area that Microsoft only recently decided to try and break
into is the retail market.
Since its first store opened in
2001, the Apple Store has permanently changed the way consumers purchase computers and mobile devices.
In 2010, Microsoft finally got
around to opening a store of its
own with two locations in Arizona
and California.
While it was a modest success in its own right, the Microsoft
Store has grown at a significantly
slower rate than Apple, with 68
stores overall compared to the 266
stores that Apple has in the United
States alone.
Their international expansion
plans, up until now, were practically non-existent, with their first
store outside of North America
planned to open by the end of this
year. One area that they surprisingly never opened in was New
York City.
The closest thing to a Microsoft Store in the city to date was a
temporary location that opened
in Times Square to promote the
initial launch of the Surface tablet line in 2012, with no encore
for the Xbox One’s launch the
following year.
Three years later, the company
has finally decided to open up
their flagship store in New York
City. Location wise, it replaced a
Fendi clothing store on a plot of
prime real estate on Fifth Avenue
between 53rd and 54th Street.
In a clever bit of placement,
the new store is located a short
distance from Apple’s flagship

store on Central Park East, Sony’s
ground level store in their soon-tobe former headquarters and Nintendo’s own retail store in Rockefeller Center.
The opening ceremony of the
store was done in New York fashion. Aside from the main ribbon
cutting, the celebration continued with a Microsoft sponsored
concert from Pitbull at the nearby
Rockefeller Center Plaza and the
midnight launch of the newest installment in the popular Halo series on Xbox, Halo 5.
The stores on Fifth Avenue tend
to pride themselves on which ones
stick out more to passers by, rather
than overall sales.
Microsoft’s new store is no exception to the tradition. As Microsoft COO of retail and online sales
David McAughan explains, “We
have a mandate towards exposure.
We are trying to be a showcase for
the brand.”
At 22,270 square feet of retail
space across five floors, Microsoft’s New York flagship will be the
largest store they have opened up
to date, almost as big as Apple’s
largest store in Grand Central Terminal, and certainly bigger than
Apple’s Fifth Avenue flagship.
The first two floors are primarily dedicated to the Microsoft
Surface lines of laptop/tablet hybrid products and the company’s
popular line of Xbox home video
game consoles.
The third floor is a co-sponsored exhibit with Dell about the
potential business applications of
Microsoft’s new products. The last
two floors are reserved for store
employees and special events like
the “Girls Who Code” seminars.
While they are trying to usurp
Apple in the retail market, it is
patently obvious that they borrow a sizeable amount of inspi-

ration from them in both design
and experience. Aesthetically, the
exterior facade is mostly made
of giant glass panes, similar to
the entry of Apple’s Fifth Avenue
and Broadway stores. Even the
knolling on the tables is taken from
Apple’s stores.
But one aspect that Microsoft
is aiming to achieve over Apple is
a greater amount of interactivity
between their products and customers. Compared to the tethered
and chained lock that Apple has
to their products in the stores, Microsoft encourages to get “up close
and personal” with their line of
laptops and phones.
The tables and stools were also
selected in a way that lets visitors
get right to doing whatever they
needed to do on the laptops, in
stark contrast to the standing
room only approach of Apple’s
many stores.
McAughan has compared the
overall experience of the new
store to something akin to a public
library.
One unique feature that Microsoft added was a small section
of the store that showed what customers could expect in the future
from the company.
Specifically, there was a HoloLens headset, Microsoft’s apparent answer to Google Glass, and a
Microsoft branded fitness headset,
their attempt at getting into the fitness technology market.
An addition like this definitely
gives it a slight edge over Apple’s
stores, which sticks to the company’s tradition of secrecy until the
respective keynote event.
Though time will tell how long
this store will survive in the competitive Fifth Avenue retail scene,
shoppers now have another choice
for getting the newest laptops,
games and mobile devices.
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Arts & Style
Freshmen find their voices and share stories at Baruch Voices
BY THEODORE SUNG
STAFF WRITER

Being a freshman in college can
be very challenging. From trying to
adapt to the college environment,
to understanding the school layout
and finding classrooms, freshmen
rarely have the opportunity to voice
their opinions and express themselves within college. However,
seven years ago, the Office of Student Life at Baruch College created
an event known as “Baruch Voices,”
which allows freshmen, selected by
their fellow peers in their respective freshmen seminar courses, to
perform monologues.
According to Kayla Maryles, assistant director of new student programs in Student Life, Baruch Voices is an artistic portrayal of stories,
messages and experiences performed by selected freshmen students, who volunteer to share their
monologues and use the event as
a venue in order to let their voices
be heard within Baruch. The event,
formatted similarly to an open
mic event, encourages freshmen
to support their fellow students by
attending the event.
“Baruch Voices is a celebration of the first-year student voice
and experience at Baruch College,” said Deanne DeCrescenzo,
associate director of new student
programs and leadership development in Student Life. Maryles
and DeCrescenzo planned Baruch
Voices VII with assistance from the
freshmen seminar instructors and
peer mentors. They also received
help from the volunteer performers. According to Maryles, students

were asked to create a monologue
and perform in front of their freshman seminars. After every student had performed, each class
then voted for the top two in their
class and those who were chosen
would be invited to perform during
Baruch Voices.
“Freshman seminar classes
having the session where the class
presented their monologues and
then voted for the top two. The
peer mentors of each class (approximately 60 sections) emailed
me the top two chosen. I sent an
email to those 120 students and
then they have the opportunity to
volunteer, if they are interested in
performing during Baruch Voices,”
said Maryles.
One of the performers, Philip
Gajczyk, is a freshman who plans
to major in either political science
or pre-law. His monologue was
about his achievements and experiences, centered on finding oneself and having self-confidence.
“In my two or three months here,
I’ve seen that it really is a school
of opportunity. And the students
here are really motivated. And with
motivation comes the need for
self-confidence,” said Gajczyk.
Gajczyk said that he is usually
a shy individual, so doing Baruch
Voices is a big step in gaining selfconfidence for himself and to hopefully encourage others through his
performance. “[This is] an opportunity for students to express themselves in a new way and share with
each other,” said Gajczyk.
Another performer, Jahvon
Meadows, performed a hilarious
comedic monologue about the

things he dislikes. The monologue
came to him when he was complaining about a bagel to a friend.
The friend insisted that Meadows
list all the things he disliked, and he
found it a great idea to perform that
as his monologue for his freshmen
seminar class.
Meadows believes that Baruch
Voices acts as a bridge in connecting new students to the community
and to club life at Baruch, stating
that his friends who are not really
involved at Baruch were coming to
the event to support him and other
students. Baruch Voices VII was
held in the Multipurpose Room on
Nov. 14, during club hours.
Performers were required to sign
in before performing their monologues. The room quickly filled up
as freshmen came in large groups.
Seats quickly filled up, to the point
where students were standing on
the sides of the room and sitting
on the floor near the front in order
to support their fellow classmates.
The lights in the room dimmed and
the room became dark, with the
exception of the stage lights.
Maryles opened with Gabriella Vishnevskaya, who emceed
the event. Over the course of the
event, performers presented their
unique perspectives regarding
sensitive topics such as racial profiling, social acceptance, cultural
stereotypes and racism. The first
performance was a monologue
created by Nicole Sacc entitled
“Who I Am.” The monologue expressed to the audience her love
for acting.
The performers were not limited to only monologues; many of
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Students overcame their fears and opened up before a live audience at Baruch Voices.
the performers performed variations of monologues from spoken
word to comedy. Other variations
of the performances were poems,
storytelling, personal stories and
rap. Sophanie Occean, delivered
a passionate and powerful spoken
word piece about racism, inspired
by what she has seen or read about
on the news. Her performance left
the audience speechless, followed
by loud cheering responses from
the crowd.

Nonetheless, the event had
audience members leaving with
a different mentality than when
they entered, and a closer bond
with the performers and their
freshmen classmates.
“I really liked how the performers opened up to the audience on
stage and showed us how they
felt, and how they learned from
their experiences,” said TangHeng Zheng, another freshman
attendee.

New York’s place as Gotham City is displayed in comic book exhibit
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

Comic book superheroes are
among the biggest parts of modern U.S. culture. From movies, TV
shows and an endless amount of
merchandise and other random
bits of paraphernalia, it is a medium that shows no signs of even
slowing down. But one aspect
of the characters that rarely gets
talked about in the mainstream
are their creators and the inspiration behind said characters. Over
at the New-York Historical Society,
a new exhibition has been curated
to show off how New York City inspired many of characters that millions have come to know and love:
Superheroes of Gotham.
While the characters are predominantly featured in the exhibit,
a much bigger emphasis is placed
on the men who created the comics. Specifically, names like Bob
Kane, Jerry Siegel, Joe Shuster,
Steve Ditko, Jack Kirby and above
all Stan Lee appear all throughout
the exhibit. While they all came
from different backgrounds and
cities, they all had several distinct
similarities that ultimately spilled
into their characters.
First and foremost, all of them
were big science fiction, pulp magazine or adventure comic fans from
immigrant Jewish families in New
York’s working-class neighborhoods. While many major New York
publications of the time refused
to hire Jewish writers and artists,
the fledgling comic book industry
in the city was more open and accepting toward them—a gamble
that would pay off immensely in
the coming decades.The two major
comic publishing companies, Marvel and Detective Comics, got their
start in New York City, so inspiration was aplenty for the artists and
writers of both companies. While

Marvel used real locales for the
settings of their respective superheroes, DC opted to use fictional
cities that borrowed elements from
many real life locations. The most
obvious use of New York City in the
DC Universe was in Superman’s
Metropolis and especially Batman’s Gotham City. The latter was
also heavily inspired by the all-tooreal problem of Great Depressionera street crime in Manhattan.
In an added amount of fan
service for adult comic fans, several superhero-related artifacts
are on display. Several stand-out
examples include George Reeves’
costume from the Adventures of
Superman TV show from 1952, the
hotline from the Adam West Batman TV show from 1966 and some
rejected drawings from an early
Spider-Man comic book. Also fea-

tured are some examples of rare
comic books from over the years,
including comic standards like Action Comics #1, Superman’s debut,
Batman #1 and Amazing Fantasy
#15, Spider-Man’s debut.
Also included are the various
efforts by studios to bring superheroes out of the comic book pages and into the silver screen and
radio. Superman is the primary
example used for early superherorelated media. Both an excerpt
from the character’s radio show
and a complete showing of Dave
and Max Fleischer’s Oscar-nominated animated short film are included. Strangely omitted were the
superhero movies created in the
wake of Hollywood blockbusters
becoming the norm.
While the exhibit is clearly
aimed at older comic book fans, the

Historical Society decided to throw
any and all younger viewers a bone
in the form of a montage of various
superhero cartoons from the 1960s
through modern times and some
issues of the latest comics to hit
the newsstands.
The second half of the exhibit
is dedicated to New York City’s
continued inspiration toward the
comic industry and a new plethora
of independent publishing firms
and artists. Several pieces of modern art inspired by superheroes are
featured and even some magazine
covers from the ‘70s that used them
for satirical social commentary are
included. Hitting close to home for
any New Yorker is a series of comics inspired by the terrorist attacks
of 9/11.
The strangest bit of New Yorkinspired comics comes in the form
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The New-York Historical Society gives spectators the opportunity to see the concept car behind the legendary Batmobile.

of both a one-off comic book based
on the legendary rap group, Run
DMC—complete with Darryl McDaniels’ trademarked fedora and
cane being on a nearby display
case—and a costume from the
most expensive Broadway musical
ever produced, Spider-Man: Turn
Off the Dark.
Special attention is given to
comic fans of the city over the
years. What was once considered
a niche medium primarily aimed
at kids, has grown into a legitimate
art form that attracts readers of all
ages and backgrounds. Even several well-known fans that became
successful artists in their own right
are featured, like Philip Pearlstein
and Matt Gerberg. Their love of
the genre is also shown to have
spawned not one, but two fan conventions—the lesser-known Comic
Art Convention in 1976 and the
wildly-popular New York Comic
Con in 2006. The more diverse superheroes are surprisingly excluded. In the day and age of superheroes that are minorities, LGBTfriendly, or even fat-friendly, it is
strange that modern comic heroes
are completely ignored. Though it
could be that the Historical Society
could only include so much with
the exhibition space reserved for it.
Finally, an element of interactivity is added with both a
green-screen photo booth that
casts visitors into a superhero
story of their own and a Buzzfeedesque quiz, that lets people know
which type super hero best fits
their personality.
Compared to similar exhibitions about comic book characters,
Superheroes of Gotham manages
to strip away the extraordinary facade of the characters and shows
a more human side to them that
some casual fans never would have
thought. The exhibit is on display
until Feb. 21, 2016.
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Oppression challenged with new exhibition down in Chelsea
BY DAVID CARDONA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Nestled down a street lined with
large buildings that remind one
of an industrial district at the turn
of the century, stands a labyrinth
of contemporary art. The building, which does not have a name
hanging above the front door, only
the address, is an art gallery. If one
were to walk to the gallery without
any idea, the only thing that would
point them in the right direction
are the fliers taped to the shockingly normal-looking front door. They
describe the exhibits, past, present
and future. The five floors of the
building hold suites where the galleries are located. Inside each suite,
usually within sight of the front
door, sits a receptionist, who is willing to answer questions regarding
the artists and their works. A price
list sits beside the information on
the desk.
The Sundaram Tagore Gallery,
which sits across the hall from the
industrial elevator that serves the
whole building, is the largest room
in the whole museum. The gallery,
which takes up the entire floor,
is dedicated to artists that come
from Eastern countries. Artwork
predominantly from Cambodia,
Thailand and the Philippines, line
the otherwise bare walls of the gallery. The themes found in the art
are those of oppressions from an
oppressive government. The pieces of art found on the walls may
seem familiar to those who have
some background information on
the cultures of the East. However,
mixed in with the familiarity are
things that would not be found in
normal culture, and would be difficult to understand if background
on the political situation in the
countries these artists represent is
not researched.
The most striking piece of art

on display inside the gallery, is
the simplest. Created by artist Mit
Jai Inn, the piece titled “untitled
(Siam Republic flag),” is a re-interpretation of Thailand’s flag. Along
with the piece hanging from the
wall, two scrolls are rolled up and
are standing up against the wall
opposite the piece hanging from
the wall. Instead of using the colors normally found on Thailand’s
flag, the artist took the opportunity
to reimagine the colors of the flag,
creating an imaginary state that
does not exist.
With the creation of this new
flag, the artist has created an
imaginary state, similar to that of
Thailand, but without the political
turmoil. Instead of the normal colors found on the flag—red, white
and blue—the colors of the flag
re-imagined by the artist are red,
white and green. The idea for the
piece came from a conversation Inn
heard over the radio one day in his
studio. The speaker began discussing the construction of a new Thailand, a Thailand where the central
part of the country, the part of the
country where all the political stuff
takes place, does not exist, and the
only parts of Thailand would be the
northern and northeastern parts of
the country.
Another striking piece, one
that is not as simple as the previous piece mentioned, is a one entitled “Crusade.” The piece, done
by a Filipino artist named Norberto
Roldan, consists of two Middle
Eastern carpets. Hanging from the
carpets are a number of wooden
crosses. Along with the wooden
crosses are those made from neon
tubes. The bright neon tubes, shining hot pink, shine noticeably
bright, bright enough to notice
the hanging carpets from across
the gallery.
Another instillation, done by
artist Kim Hak, are pictures of
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Artist Mit Jai Inn, gives viewers a new perspective on Thailand’s ﬂag by using colors that are not used in its original form.
things that were lost by those who
had to flee for their safety. The
piece titled “Alive,” is comprised
of photos of personal belongings
either lost or abandoned during
the Khmer Rouge regime, which
lasted from 1975-1979. The objects,
though seemingly small and pointless, are to allude to the resilience
of the Cambodian people.
The stories of those no longer with us are told through the
objects in the photos. They bring
back memories of a terrible time
in Cambodian history, but act as a
reminder for those that seek guidance. Cambodia has come a long
way from those dark days, and the

objects in the photographs are
proof of the time that has passed.
Different from the art that can be
found at the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, or any other popular art museum, the art found at this gallery
will leave the viewer in awe, and
maybe with some confusion. These
pieces require a little more thought.
Instead of scenes from the bible, or
historical events, the pieces here
are a little more abstract. Instead
of blatantly giving the viewer the
whole thing at once, the message
that is portrayed through the work
must be uncovered by the viewer,
piece-by-piece. Their abstractness
can be silly at times, but it is only

silly because the paintings on the
walls are so out there.
Given just a bit of insight, and
maybe some help from the lovely
people that sit behind the desks
in the galleries, one can be enlightened, and even maybe travel
to a different place in the world. A
place unlike the United States; a
place where the people living are
forced to bow down to an oppressive government that does not listen to the cries of those who are in
need. Through the art on display
at the Sundaram Tagore Gallery,
we may grow grateful for our positions in lives, and see how lucky we
really are.

Crimson Peak becomes yet another unsucessful Halloween thriller
BY CHRISTINE LEUNG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As thriller and horror-ecstatic
fans scrambled to get tickets for
the supposedly “terrifying” movie,
Crimson Peak disappoints to meet
those who were eager to get themselves amped up with Halloween
spirit. Released Oct. 16, viewers
were hoping to have a little scare
with the holiday right around the
corner. They were wrong.
Although there were plenty
of scenes that caused the viewers to jolt in their seats, the movie
may have kept viewers confused
due to the hazy and heavy accents
of the characters in the movie. “I
had no idea what they were saying throughout half of the movie,”
shared Shirley Tam, a senior finance major. “There were definitely
scenes where I was scared, but I did
not understand the story plot.”
Crimson Peak starts out with
the main character, Edith Cushing,
played by Mia Wasikowska, wearing a white bloody nightgown and
bluntly saying, “ghosts are real.”
In the background, a girl hums
a lullaby. Typically, in any scary
scene of a movie, a child speaking
or humming signifies the degree
of how terrifying a movie really is.
Because of this introduction, one
would assume it must be scary.
Now, this may draw the viewers to
wonder what could have happened
for Cushing to start out with such a
horrifying introduction?
The action started out in Buffalo, New York, around 1900. As an
inspired young writer, Cushing is
swept off her feet by seductive Sir
Thomas Sharpe, an English nobleman played by Tom Hiddleston.
Sharpe is there simply for business. Torn between her sanity and
strange mysteries that were revealing as the story goes on, Cushing
develops a quick romance with

Sharpe. Both lovers moved to
Sharpe’s decaying mansion on top
of a red clay mountain in Cumbria,
England. There, Cushing meets
Lucille Sharpe, played by Jessica
Chastain, Sharpe’s cold and secretive sister. During her stay at the
mansion, Cushing learns that her
new home holds many dark secrets
that will betray her trust for those
around her and put her life at risk.
The first encounter of the warning of Crimson Peak occurred
when Cushing was in her room at
a young age. Her mother had recently passed away from a disease.
After the funeral, Cushing was in
bed alone when she looked down
the hallway and saw a black and
devilish spirit floating toward her.
The spirit’s appearance was quite
frightening to look at; its dark and
slim fingers were very distinct

and caught the eye of the viewer.
It slithered over Cushing’s shoulder and whispered, “Beware of
Crimson Peak!”
This scene produced a confusing flaw in the film because
it gets viewers wondering what
the connection is between Cushing’s mother and Crimson Peak
for her to come back as a spirit
and warn her daughter about it at
such an early age. This is Cushing’s
mother warning her about Crimson Peak, but producers decided
that the mother’s spirit must look
dark and unwelcoming. Contrary
to this movie, fans of horror movies are familiar that with such evil
spirits—it should look dark and
unwelcoming. On the other hand,
toward the end of the movie, the
spirit of Sharpe displayed a light
and heavenly reflection of how he

looked, which opens up the question of whether the spirits in this
movie are truly evil or just innocent
lost souls.
The director of this movie,
Guillermo del Toro, fails to build
a plot that chains from one event
to another. There was much “clutter” that prevented the plot from
escalating to the brink of fear for
its viewers. The viewers are in the
shadows when different spirits
show up throughout the movie. In
addition, there seems to be more
emphasis on the effects of these
spirits rather than the performance
itself. There were only short encounters where Cushing interacted with the spirits. In the scene
where Cushing observed a spirit
in, what it looks like, red clay all
over the tub, she was terrified and
questioned why the spirit was after

her. The descriptive and beautiful
costume does not equate the purpose during this scene. To its viewers, the spirit looks and seems very
evil and demonic, however these
spirits were just warning Cushing
of the dangers of the Sharpes. This
completely throws off the viewers
as they anticipate for a scarier outcome, as a result from these beautifully animated props.
Although the props and the
background scenes of this movie
were mind-blowing, the plot is
questionable to the viewers. The
lack of development in the storyline shows a somewhat flawed
movie that hardly entertains. Viewers like Tam, claimed that it was a
big waste of her time and money
because she was expecting more of
a scare to build up the mood with
Halloween spirit.

Although there were
plenty of scenes that caused
the viewers to jolt in their
seats, the movie may
have kept viewers
confused due to the hazy
and heavy accents of the
characters
in the movie. “I had no idea
what they were
saying throughout half
of the movie,” shared
Shirley Tam, a senior
ﬁnance major.
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Wasikowska plays Edith Cushing, leading damsel in distress in Guillermo del Toro’s Halloween blockbuster.
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Science & Technology
Altruism less common among children from religious families
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
STAFF WRITER

Children born and raised within
religious households are less likely
to be altruistic, a new international study from the University of
Chicago claims.
Published by Current Biology
and written and researched by professor Jean Decety and his team of
psychologists, the study deeply examined the behavior of 1,170 children in six different countries: Canada, Jordan, China, South Africa,
Turkey and the United States. The
study makes the claim that most of
the research done on morality and
its relationship with religiousness
was conducted on “convenience
populations,” or college students
from rich, industrialized, democratic societies. This study hoped
to gain a broader perspective, using children as their test subjects.
Researchers believed that early experiences with religion could influence a child’s moral development.
Using the children’s natural inclinations to either accept and share
with others or punish and condemn
them, the researchers developed
two tests to determine their altruistic sensibilities. For the purpose of
this study, researchers defined altruism as a “cost for the donor and
[a] benefit for the recipient.”
The first task, called the Dictator
Game, tested the children’s ability
to share. Each child was given 10
stickers and had a choice to share
the stickers with another unseen
child. The altruism of the child possessing the stickers was predicated
on how many stickers he or she
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Although non-religious children were the most generous, children from all religious groups got more generous with age.
shared with the unseen child.
The second task was meant to
measure each child’s moral sensitivity. The children were shown
short animations of children being
pushed or bumped either accidentally or on purpose. These mundane
examples of schoolyard violence
were picked specifically to increase
accuracy. This was in direct action
against other studies that used unrealistic moral situations that these
children would most likely never
experience. After watching each
clip, each child was asked how
mean the behavior of the cartoon
children was and what kind of punishment the wrongdoer deserved.
In tandem, parents of these
children completed questionnaires
about their religious affiliations,
along with their personal thoughts,

beliefs and perceptions. Three major groups appeared, including
Christians, Muslims and the nonreligious, with other denominations
being too few in sample size to research effectively. The parents were
also asked about how righteous and
empathic their children were.
It was recorded that parents of
religious households frequently
ranked their children as more empathic and attuned to the plight
of others. However, the results of
the study found the truth to be the
complete opposite.
“Our findings contradict the
common-sense and popular assumption that children from religious households are more altruistic and kind toward others. In
our study, kids from atheist and
non-religious families were, in fact,

more generous,” said Decety.
While consistent with previous
studies, which revealed that children became more generous as
they aged, the study revealed that
children from Muslim and Christian households were less likely to
share their stickers than children
from non-religious households.
Religious children also found interpersonal conflict and harm to be
more “mean” than non-religious
children did, leading to these children appearing less altruistic and
more judgmental toward others.
Children from religious homes were
more likely to condemn anti-social
behavior and enforce harsher punishments for such behaviors. This
is supported by other studies that
claim that religiousness is often tied
to negative and severe attitudes to-

ward interpersonal wrongdoings,
with a direct correlation between
the extremity of religious devotion
and harshness of attitude. The study
gives the example of fundamentalists in Christianity, who often advocate for more punitive measures
and “harsher corrections” than their
non-fundamentalist counterparts.
The study also asserts that religion forced a greater impact
on children across time, saying
that, “[T]he negative relation between religiousness and spirituality and altruism changes across
age, with those children with longer experience of religion in the
household [exhibited] the greatest
negative relations.”
As a child ages, their interactions with their religious households cause them to be less altruistic and more judgmental than their
non-religious peers.
The study goes on to call for a reevaluation of morality, questioning
the place of religion within society
as a whole.
“[The findings of the study] call
into question whether religion is vital for moral development, supporting the idea that the secularization
of moral discourse will not reduce
human kindness—in fact, it will do
just the opposite,” the study claims.
The study calls into question the
long-standing belief held by many
people that a higher level of religious fortitude is directly correlated
with a higher level of morality, thus
allowing for a greater discourse into
what the results mean for religious
people versus non-religious people
and why the researchers arrived at
that conclusion.

Fallout 4 proves its worth with new gameplay and customizations
BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
BUSINESS EDITOR

Fallout 4 is the fifth major Fallout title from game developer
Bethesda, and was released on
PlayStation 4, Xbox One and PC on
Nov. 10. Bethesda utilized the same
game engine used to produce Elder
Scrolls V: Skyrim.
It is interesting to think that
Fallout 4 did not officially exist until June of 2015. For the past three
years, rumors floated around the
web and the gaming community
of Fallout 4’s details, but none
were confirmed by Bethesda. At
this year’s Electronic Entertainment Expo, Bethesda officially
announced Fallout 4.
Five hype-filled months later,
gamers have the final product. In
general, reviews have been positive
thus far. Gamers hail the expansive
world that Fallout 4 offers. With a
canine companion named Dogmeat at your side, the New England Commonwealth is free for the
player to explore.
Fallout titles have never been
wholly about the main storyline.
Fallout 4 starts off quickly. After an
opening monologue, the player’s
first task is to sculpt a character.
The amount of customization
available for character creation can
be overwhelming. Changing the
facial features of the lead character
is tedious but important. Fallout 4
features thousands of lines of dialogue, many of which are spoken by
the lead character. The player may
end up seeing his or her character
face a lot of dangers throughout the
course of the game, so creating a
friendly face for the player is an annoyingly important step.
After working through character creation, players are given
background to the storyline. Unlike
Fallout’s other post-apocalyptic
stories, the fourth installment starts

before the bombs fall. The player
gets to move around the house for
a bit, talk to the character’s spouse
and is then rushed to a fallout vault
after the bomb sirens go off. This
adds little to the overall experience
because five hours into the game, it
is unlikely that players will be heavily impacted by the pre-war world.
The main story takes place 200
years after the Great War, when the
character wakes up from cryosleep
and emerges from a fallout vault to
a nuclear war-ravaged landscape.
The main questline revolves
around the search for the character’s son. In any other universe,
finding the missing son would be
a top priority, but Fallout 4 is not
designed to streamline the main
quest-line. Players will inevitably be stopped by side quest and
the innumerable other time-consuming activities within the game.
The game offers a seemingly compelling narrative that is difficult
to embrace.
What the game lacks in story,
it makes up in gameplay. Gamers who have played other Fallout
titles will be welcomed by similar
gameplay mechanics. During combat, players still have the option to
enter VATS.
In Fallout 3 and Fallout: New
Vegas, entering VATS completely
stopped time and allowed players
to target enemies’ specific limbs.
In Fallout 4, VATS slows down time
but does not completely stop it.
This is a welcomed addition to the
gameplay mechanics, as this VATS
style allows for a feeling of continuity during combat, instead of a
cheapening pause in the action.
Though Fallout 4 is similar to
previous Fallout games, Bethesda
has made some obvious and fun
changes to gameplay. A very detailed base-building element is
present in the game from nearly
the beginning of the storyline.
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One of Fallout 4’s most compelling features is its array of customization options, including the possibility to customize weapons.
Upon discovering Dogmeat at the
Red Rocket fuel station, players are
given the option to begin customizing it as their home base. The building itself is straight forward, but
allows for a wide range of creative
base layouts.
The actual building of items is
done from a workbench, where
players will use materials from
junk scavenged from around the
wasteland. In previous games,
junk was everywhere, but not useful. Fallout 4 almost requires players to scavenge for junk in order to
build structures.
Scraping junk for its parts is also
necessary for modifying weapons,
a gameplay element new to the
Fallout series. Weapon modification is another thing that Bethesda
got right in Fallout 4. Almost any
weapon you pick up can be modified, from melee weapons to guns.

Modifications require materials
found in junk. Players can add
scopes to weapons, increase damage, make pistols automatic and
turn a pool cue into a spear, along
with tons of other customizations.
Another excellent addition to
the game is the inclusion of Power
Armor. Power Armor has been
available in previous games, but
not to the extent found in Fallout 4.
Players gain access to power
armor during one of the first missions in the game. The armor is
also heavily customizable and allows the player to fight enemies in
a seemingly impenetrable combat suit. The armor runs on a rare
power core found only in a few locations in the Wasteland. Players
must be wise when choosing when
to use the armor.
Because Bethesda’s RPG games
are large in size, players are likely

to encounter bugs. Fallout 4 is no
exception. Many console gamers have reported that their games
have crashed, requiring them to
reset their console. Players have
also been reporting issues with
dialogue, where characters will
stop speaking in the middle of
the sentence.
Fallout 4 is, without a doubt,
a successful game. The amount
of new features is enough to
make Fallout 4 a new and unique
Fallout experience.
Nonetheless, Fallout 4 does
nothing to make players feel the
awe they may have felt when playing Fallout 3 for the first time. In
the end, Fallout 4 is an updated
version of Fallout 3, with added
features, more customization, a
new setting and updated graphics, which is enough to make the
players ecstatic.
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Silicon City boasts New York City’s contribution to technology
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER

In this day and age, modern
technology centers on a Northern
California region known as Silicon
Valley. But before that connotation
was even thought up, the birth of
modern computing technology
was based in New York City. In the
New-York Historical Society, a sixmonth exhibition titled Silicon City
showcases the city’s often forgotten and underappreciated role in
the development of modern technology.
The genesis of the exhibit is
the legendary 1964 World’s Fair in
Flushing Meadows Corona Park,
Queens. The exhibit featured several technological breakthroughs
from various national and international companies. Special attention is given to the International
Business Machine’s massive eggshaped pavilion, which was one of
the fair’s most visually dominating icons. While lots of other electronics manufacturers had sponsored their own pavilions on fair
grounds, IBM was credited one of
the main reasons for the general
public gradually accepting computers as something that could
be used outside of science or the
military and become a part of the
people’s everyday lives.
Of all the products on display,
a majority can be sourced back
to IBM and the long-defunct Bell
Telephone Company—two companies whose names were seared
into the American subconscious as
the dominant companies of their
respective fields for decades.
After the prologue, the exhibit
becomes a lengthy and thorough
timeline of New York City’s computing history. With over 300 pieces of memorabilia on display, the
exhibition is definitely worth the
visit for technology enthusiasts or

anyone who wishes to expand their
knowledge in the field.
Half of the exhibition can be
summarized as IBM’s history within New York City. Aside from the
company’s products, special acknowledgement was given to their
marketing strategies, management
styles, employees and even logo
design, adding a business element
to the exhibit. Several examples of
computers further invading businesses across the ‘60s, ‘70s and
even ‘80s will give certain viewers
some Mad Men vibes.
Several notable machines that
revolutionized the computer industry, including the IBM 5150 PC
and a Univac motherboard, are
featured in their original forms.
Several other machines that were
lost to history, including a prototype for a video game referred to as
“Tennis for Two,” are recreated as
interactive replicas.
Continuing with the ‘60s, the
world’s first modern communication satellite, Bell Telephone
Company’s Telstar 1, is featured in
the exhibit as one of the key inventions. While it may not seem significant compared to similar devices
in the 21st century, the Telstar set
the stage for clear communication and broadcasting that is very
common today, but revolutionary
in 1962. Almost 55 years after its
launch, the Telstar 1 was lovingly
restored to look just as new as it did
in the ‘60s.
Several historical events that
contributed to widespread acceptance of computers are showcased, such as the launch of the
aforementioned 5150 PC and CBS
News anchor Walter Cronkite using a Univac to predict the success of Dwight Eisenhower in the
1952 presidential election. There is
even a brief dedication to the Bell
Picturephone, an infamous boondoggle from 1964 that severely
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The New-York Historical Society’s current exhibition displays products built by IBM and the Bell Telephone Company.
hurt Bell Telephone Company in
the long run, but paved the way
for modern video calling technology like Microsoft’s Skype and
Apple’s FaceTime.
Strangely enough, video games
are not given a lot of attention.
Save for the aforementioned Tennis for Two replica and a playable arcade cabinet featuring the
original Space Invaders, gaming is
placed as an afterthought, despite
the fact that it managed to reinvent
itself into its own lucrative industry
that stemmed from the same technological revolution that created
PCs and smartphones.
One unique addition to the
exhibit is several surviving examples of the earliest attempts at
building a computer before the
medium took off in post-World
War II America. Early innovations
like the invention of Morse code
and punch card machines are

Venus’s twin may have an atmosphere
BY SIBELY ANAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Researchers have discovered
a rocky planet that is cool enough
to potentially host an atmosphere
and is 39 light years away—
just close enough to be studied
with telescopes.
The planet was discovered by
the MEarth-South telescope array,
built in early 2014 in the Cerro Tololo Inter-American Observatory in
Chile. It consists of eight 16-inch
telescopes that focus starlight into a
camera that records the brightness
of the stars it observes, according to
the Harvard-Smithsonian Center
for Astrophysics. It monitors thousands of stars by detecting when
planets cross in front of their host
stars, and using the change in observed light coming from the star to
determine how big the planet is.
The purpose of this telescope,
as well as its northern counterpart
at the Fred Lawrence Whipple Observatory in Arizona, is to search
the sky for exoplanets. By having
them in two separate hemispheres,
the scope of the project encompasses the entire sky as visible
from the Earth. They put a special
focus on planets orbiting M dwarfs,
or red dwarf planets.
While the search to find Earthlike planets has turned up cold,
researchers found GJ 1132b orbiting a red dwarf star. These stars
burn hydrogen, are smaller than
60 percent of the sun and are about
12 times as common, according
to an article published in Nature.
The planet orbits its sun at about
1.4 million miles, which makes its
surface very hot—approximately
450 degrees Fahrenheit. Because
of this distance, it receives 19 times
more radiation than the Earth.
This means that the surface cannot
hold water, as the temperature significantly exceeds water’s boiling

among those included, complete
with a separate working replica of
the latter.
Aside from the obvious technical side of the story, Silicon
City takes a sizeable emphasis
on the artistic side of computing technology. A brief featurette
on the history and evolution of
computer animation, as well as a
couple of early electronic instruments, including an electric violin,
are given a sizable portion of the
exhibition space.
The only real exclusion one
could find in the exhibit is an explanation of the reasons why New
York City was snubbed in favor of
Northern California for the continuation of the technology expansion. That alone could warrant an
exhibit in itself. But the opening
of the exhibit could not have been
any better for New York City. After
years of coming in second place to

Learning during sleep
depends on timing
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
STAFF WRITER
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The newly-found GJ 1132 looks like Earth’s neighbor, Venus, pictured above.
point. However, the CFA reports
that it may still be capable of sustaining an atmosphere. Because
the planet is relatively close to
Earth and is relatively large compared to its host star, studying its
atmosphere is a very realistic goal
for researchers if, in fact, the planet’s atmosphere exists.
The planet is reportedly only 16
percent larger than Earth and has
a mass that is 60 percent greater.
Its gravity is also similar to that of
our home planet—one would only
weigh 20 percent more by standing
on 1132b.
In order to study a possible atmosphere, scientists will enlist the
help of the Hubble Space Telescope as well as the new baby of
scientists and researchers across
the globe: the Giant Magellan Telescope. This telescope will have ten
times the resolution of Hubble,
giving it stunning capabilities. The
telescope will consist of seven primary mirrors made up of the largest stiff monolith mirrors currently
in existence, which will feed light
into seven smaller secondary mirrors that will send the data into an
advanced imaging camera. This
high concentration of light helps

determine the distance from Earth
to the object and the composition
of the said object.
What makes this telescope superior to the legendary Hubble is
the flexibility of its secondary mirrors. These mirrors have hundreds
of actuators built underneath them
that are capable of adjustment in
order to counteract atmospheric
turbulence. According to its website, “These actuators, controlled
by advanced computers, will
transform twinkling stars into clear
steady points of light.”
Another project set to launch
in October 2018, the James Webb
Space Telescope, is supposed to
be able to observe objects in the
distant universe, including the
earliest galaxy formations.
Zachory Berta-Thompson of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and co-author of the study,
remarked on the importance of the
newer telescopes: “We think it’s the
first opportunity we have to point
our telescopes at a rocky exoplanet
and get that kind of detail, to be
able to measure the color of its sunset, or the speed of its winds, and
really learn how rocky planets work
out there in the universe.”

Silicon Valley, New York City finally
beat it out in the second fiscal quarter of 2015. One of the main reasons for this success is the massive
amount of tech companies that are
popping up in the city, whether in
the form of start-ups from budding
young entrepreneurs or existing
firms moving their headquarters
into the city. This exhibit captured
this rebirth with its closing display—an interactive map of the
city that shows the companies for
each of the five boroughs.
Silicon City tells a story that is
rarely told compared to the more
glamorous histories of companies
like Apple and Microsoft. Whether
or not they are into computers and
other forms of technology, visitors will be fascinated by the city’s
contribution into the creation of
modern technology. The exhibition will remain on display until
April 17, 2016.

Retaining new information can
be as easy as getting some uninterrupted sleep claims a recent study
funded by the Swiss National
Science Foundation.
Researchers from the University of Zurich and Fribourg confirmed the findings of a previous
study, which claimed that newlylearned foreign vocabulary words
can be memorized more easily if
the same words are softly played
when the listener is asleep. The
research team also sought to examine the theory that supplying
incorrect translations of Dutch
words to 27 German-speaking test
subjects would result in a loss of
learned material.
“To our surprise, we were neither able to enhance their memory, nor able to make them forget
what they had learnt,” said lead
researcher and biopsychologist
Bjorn Rasch from the University
of Fribourg. “[P]laying a second
word right after the first seems
to disrupt the relevant memory processes that had hitherto
been activated.”
The total sum of information
offered to the brain is not important, as the brain relies on miniscule “nudges” in order to better recall previously learned knowledge.
The data was collected by analyzing brain wave patterns of each
participant. Researchers noticed
an enhancement in the waves
characteristic of sleep and memory retention, otherwise known
as sleep spindles and theta oscillations. However, as soon as another word followed on from the
first word, these noticeable enhancements in activity patterns
became dormant.

In a following experiment, researchers proved that it was the
time span between word pairs that
was integral to the manifestation
of a disrupting effect. For example, if the German translation of a
word was played after two seconds
instead of 0.2 seconds, the disruptive effect was non-existent.
In the experimental group of
the study, words were replayed 17
times in a random order, accounting for a total of 90 minutes of
cued re-play. Words were played
exclusively during the non-rapid
eye movement stage of sleep. The
study’s attendants were responsible for determining whether the
subject was in the NREM phase.
Whenever symptoms of rapid-eye
movement sleep, arousal or awakening were discernible, the stimulation protocol was halted. As a result, word re-play was stopped for
an average of six times.
The study was composed of
predominantly female subjects.
To ensure further uniformity, all
subjects were right-handed, not
consuming any medication and
were made sure to be free of any
neurological and psychological
disorders. Subjects did not work
night shifts in the eight weeks
prior to the experiment and were
directed to not consume caffeine
on the morning of the experiment.
“For us, these results are further evidence that sleep promotes
memory formation, with the brain
spontaneously activating content
that it had learnt beforehand. We
were able to enhance this effect
by playing back the words,” says
Rasch. “Now we really want to get
out of the controlled situation of
the sleep lab, to see whether the
impact we’ve observed can also be
reproduced under realistic conditions in everyday life.”
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Sports
Bearcats rally past Salve Regina with 23-point fourth quarter
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR

The Baruch women’s basketball team kicked-off its 2015-16
season by splitting a pair of road
contests at the Emmanuel Tip-Off
Tournament.
Although their season opener
against Babson College did not
fair too well, the Bearcats showed
a commendable performance in
their 66-61 rout over Salve Regina
University. The team finished in
third place at the tournament,
and Jacqueline Kennedy, firstyear player, was named to the alltournament team after recording
back-to-back double-doubles for
the Bearcats in the stretch. “I want
to continue being a leader on the
court and contributing in any way
that I can defensively and offensively,” Kennedy said. “Although
it is a rebuilding year for Baruch, I
still believe that if we continue to
work hard, we can get ourselves
far.”
Veronica Ganzi also had a sensational game against Salve Regina, scoring 27 points to lead an
exhilarating fourth-quarter comeback. This was her best offensive
performance since her career-high
31-point game against Lehman
College on Feb. 6, 2015, at the 11th
annual Battle of Lexington.
Despite Baruch having four
players reach double figures in the
match against Babson, the Bearcats
struggled to fend off the early attacks by the Beavers. Linnett Graber led the charge for Babson with
16 points in the first half, followed
by Kristen Ferola, who added an-
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Returning for her third year, Podlovits already has a combined total of 20 points, 18 assists and three blocks through two games.
other 13 to put the Beavers up by a
staggering 30 points heading into
halftime. The Beavers took advantage of the Bearcats’ sloppy interior
defense and were able to find open
gaps to penetrate the paint for
38 points.
Baruch’s struggle on the offensive side of the ball further dampened any hopes of pulling an upset; the team got off to a cold start,
knocking down just 13 of their first
39 field-goal attempts. The game
continued to flow the same way in
the second half, resulting in a final
score of 104-60. Kristen Podlovitz
led the scoring in the afternoon for

the Bearcats with 15 points and was
one assist shy of a double-double.
Symone Green found her footing in the second half to make up
for her slow start and finished the
game with 14 points. Green also recorded a career-high five steals in
the contest after averaging just 0.6
steals per game last season. Kennedy wrapped up her collegiate
debut with a solid 13 points and
15 rebounds in a full 40 minutes
of action.
Determined to bounce back
from their first loss of the season,
Baruch mustered up a late secondhalf rally against Salve Regina to

Swimming teams conquer home opener
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR

Along with the anxiety of heading into a new meet, excitement
filled the air across the Athletic
and Recreation Center on Monday, Nov. 16, as contestants from
Baruch and York colleges headed
to their starting blocks, hoping
to give their respective teams a
first conference win of the season. After three road contests
against William Paterson University, Queens College and Adelphi
University, the Baruch men’s and
women’s swimming teams returned to the ARC Aquatic Complex to host York College in their
CUNYAC home opener. Both
Baruch teams finished 40 points
ahead of their competitors to
wrap up the eventful night, which
included a 10-year-old record
broken in time trials.
In the first event of the evening, the women’s team crushed
the 200-meter medley relay with
a time of 2:24.12. Freshman Gabrielle Huezo kicked-off her collegiate debut with a solid 45.58 in
the opening lap, trailing her teammate, Beliana Krashi, by just a
couple of seconds. Amy Sung took
the lead back with a 35.61 run in
the second leg, edging out second place by more than four seconds. Yee Chung Phang cruised by
with a healthy lead before tagging
Wendy Ambrosio for a dominating
anchor leg finish.
With another victory under her
belt, Ambrosio continued to add
to her already impressive rookie
season, showing great poise and
providing versatility to a young
roster. Ambrosio had dominated
the distance events early in the
season, winning the 1,000-meter
and 500-meter freestyles in each
of her first two meets of her collegiate career against William Pat-
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Baruch swimmers hit the ARC Aquatic Complex on Nov. 16, to host CUNYAC rivals
York College. Lau broke a 10-year-old record in the winning eﬀort.
erson University and Queens College. Ambrosio later added another individual win in the 200-meter
freestyle with a time of 2:23.16.
Competing in the sport since she
was 10 years old, the Bronx native
looks to have a major impact as
the season progresses.
Rose Lee, senior and returning captain, won all three of her
individual events in the 800-meter
freestyle, 200-individual medley
and 100-meter freestyle. “Each
season comes with its own unique
set of challenges,” said Lee. “Besides for the relays, each team
member races as his or her own
individual event, this year we
won’t we focusing on racing one
another, but for one another. So
long as we race for one another,
the CUNYAC championships will
just be another obstacle to overcome. As a veteran and senior of
the team, my goal for this season
is to set a standard for the future
bearcats to exceed.” The women’s
team finished the meet with 100
points and took first place in eight
of the total 12 women’s events.
On the men’s side, the Bearcats
were just as dominant as the
women, scoring a season-high 116
team points. The sophomore trio
of David Scholes, David Pejovic

and Andrew Lubrino, along with
senior Jonathan Hla, led things
off for the Bearcats by winning the
200-meter medley relay in a below
2-minute finish to beat out second
place by over 20 seconds. Baruch
secured the top-three spots as
York’s only relay team finished the
event last.
Jacky Lau, senior captain,
capped off the brilliant night
with a record-breaking performance in the 100-meter medley, finishing in first place with a
time of 1:09.20. Lau also put his
name in the record books as he
reached the 1,000th point of his
Bearcat career.
“It’s just one step in our season against our CUNY opponents,
that’s how we look at it,” said head
coach Lampasso. “It’s always great
to win the home opener in front of
your fans and school mates.” Despite the up and down start, the
Bearcats have shown a glimpse of
potential with their younger roster
stepping up in crucial moments.
The Baruch men’s and women’s team will continue their
CUNYAC schedule in a tough
away meet against the College of Staten Island on Friday,
Nov. 20. The match ended after
press time.

avoid being swept in the tournament. Kennedy continued to show
flashes of brilliance, recording
a double-double with 11 points
and 10 rebounds in the first two
quarters alone.
Baruch’s defensive pressure
forced the Seahawks to settle for
contested jumpers that ultimately
fell short down the stretch. However, Salve Regina was able to
build a comfortable seven-point
lead just before halftime. The Seahawks started the third quarter
on a 6-2 run and found themselves
with a double-digit lead over Baruch. On the following Bearcats’

possession, Ganzi responded with
a game-changing three-pointer
that sparked a 12-3 Baruch run,
giving the Bearcats new life. After
draining a couple of threes, Ganzi
was able to put the Bearcats in
striking distance.
Baruch entered the fourth quarter firing on all cylinders, going on a
23-point rampage to close out Salve
Regina. Alicia Williams put Baruch
up 49-48 with 07:45 remaining in
regulation to give the Bearcats their
first lead since the second quarter.
Kennedy sealed the game with a
late jumper that put the Bearcats
up by two with 32 seconds remaining in the game, as Salve Regina
failed to make a field goal afterward. Ganzi converted six-of-six
free throws in the final stretch to
cap-off an impressive 20-point
second-half outburst.
“The score got close in the final minutes, but I did everything
I could to make sure my team finished on top,” said Ganzi. “We
wanted it more, and it showed on
the scoreboard.”
The Bearcats will return to the
Athletic and Recreation Center for
their home opener on Wednesday, Nov. 25, to host the New York
University Violets. It will be the first
time the two teams will be meeting since Dec. 3, 2011, when the
Bearcats edged out the Violets 7966 in the midst of a four-game winning streak. The Violets are coming
off of an impressive victory in their
season opener over the Stevens
Institute of Technology and will
compete in the NYU Tip-Off Classic before heading over to face their
crosstown rivals.
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Patriots escape Big Blue scare with game-winning field goal
BY MOUSTAFA ISMAIL
STAFF WRITER

When the NFL released its
schedule for the upcoming football
season back in April, the exhibition
between the New York Giants and
New England Patriots was automatically penciled in as one of the
marquee matchups of the 2015-16
storyline. The two franchises have
engaged in some of the league’s
most famous games, as Giants
quarterback Eli Manning engineered some late-game heroics to
ruin the Patriots’ season in consecutive Super Bowl meetings.
Entering Sunday’s game, Tom
Brady had been enjoying his best
season as a passer in the NFL, playing with vengeance and relentlessly crushing defenses following
the embarrassing offseason Deflategate saga that has fueled the
team through their 9-0 start. All of
the statistics and pre-game analysis
would suggest that New England
would have their way with the Giants, comfortably putting together
their 10th win of the season and
increasing their lead in the AFC
North. But as Stephen Gostkowski
kicked the game-winning field goal
as time expired, Patriots fans merely blew a sigh of relief, realizing how
close they came to experiencing
their first loss of the season.
From the opening whistle, the
Giants looked energized by the
challenge of spoiling their rival’s
undefeated season. On the first Giants’ pass from scrimmage, Manning launched the ball deep down
field to the league-wide sensation
Odell Beckham Jr., who swiftly
caught the ball between two defenders en-route to an 87-yard
touchdown, the longest of Beckham’s young career and the longest touchdown ever surrendered
by the Patriots’ defense under legendary head coach Bill Belichick.
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In their ﬁrst meeting since Super Bowl 46, the Giants and Patriots dueled it out in week 10 for another jaw-dropping performance.
Manning finished the game strong,
completing 24 passes for 361 yards
and two touchdowns.
Surprisingly, the Giants’ defense
played lights out for the majority
of the game, significantly slowing
down Brady’s seemingly-unbreakable passing offense. The defense
was able to overcome an openingdrive touchdown by the Patriots
and held Brady to 334 yards and
two touchdowns on the game, an
impressive feat considering the
Hall-of-Famer’s historic season.
The Giants’ defensive line performed exceptionally, maintaining
pressure on Brady during his drop
backs, which led to two fumbles—
one recovered by the Giants—and a

late-game interception on the goal
line. Unfortunately, the Giants’
defense shrunk during the final
play of the game; after a dropped
interception by rookie free-safety
Landon Collins, which would have
certainly handed Brady his first
loss, the Giants went on to surrender a potentially game-ending
fourth-down conversion, allowing
the Patriots one final chance to kick
an impressive 54-yard field goal
for the win with one second left
in regulation.
The final minutes of the game
produced a great deal of controversy, which once again brought
to light the issue of an unclear NFL
rulebook. During the Giants’ final

offensive drive, Big Blue was on
the cusp of securing a victory after
Manning fired a would-be touchdown into the awaiting hands
of Beckham. Upon making the
catch, Beckham appeared to raise
the ball in search of the sidelines,
making sure to remain in-bounds.
Simultaneously, second-year cornerback Malcolm Butler swiped
at the ball, ultimately dislodging
it from Beckham’s grasp; the pass
was initially ruled a touchdown,
but after the required official review on all scoring plays, the officials overturned the ruling as an
incomplete pass. Traditionally, a
receiving touchdown is complete
once the pass-catcher maintains

full possession of the ball past the
goal line, with both feet in-bounds
in the endzone. However, with
the offseason revision of the longdisputed “catch rule,” the former is
obstructed by the new latter rule,
which states that the catch must be
maintained through the moment
“[the receiver] becomes a runner.”
With reference to Sunday’s botched
touchdown, many are critical of
the fact that the touchdown was
complete once both of Beckham’s
feet landed in the endzone, rendering the running clause useless
and ultimately validating the score.
Instead, the Giants were forced to
kick a field goal, leaving the door
wide open for the Patriots to come
from behind and steal a victory on
the next drive.
Both the Giants and Patriots
suffered key injuries on offense
last Sunday. The Giants’ offensive
line lost another significant piece,
as center Weston Richburg left the
game with a mild ankle sprain.
Richburg’s x-rays have revealed
no structural damage, leaving the
possibility to return following the
team’s bye week, along with left
guard Justin Pugh and cornerback
Prince Amukamara. On the other
hand, the Patriots lost their top receiver Julian Edelman to a broken
foot during the first half.
Edelman was by far Brady’s
favorite receiver, a sure-fire target on key third-down conversions. New England is hoping
Edelman can make a recovery
in time to join the team for its
playoff run.
The Giants remain atop the
NFC East thanks to losses by the
Eagles and Cowboys. Considering
the Giants’ Week-11 bye, Big Blue
may find themselves in a battle for
first place the next time they take
the field for their Week-12 clash
with the resurgent Washington
Redskins.

Holm delivers rare second-round knockout over Rousey in UFC 193
BY OMER SEMAN
STAFF WRITER

The mixed martial arts world
was rocked at Ultimate Fighting
Championship 193 when underdog Holly Holm knocked out undefeated bantamweight champion
Ronda Rousey one minute into the
second round of the fight. It was
less of a competition and more of
a convincing display of technical
prowess by Holm. A UFC-record
attendance of 56,214 spectators in
Melbourne, Australia, watched the
defending champion fall.
Before entering the UFC, Holly
Holm was a 19-time world champion boxer winning 33 of her 38
bouts, which include nine knockouts in three different weight divisions. She grew up a multi-sport
athlete near Albuquerque, New
Mexico, and started kickboxing in
her senior year of high school to
improve her aerobics conditioning. Her coach Mike Winkeljohn
has been in her corner ever since
her early days in kickboxing, honing her talent as her focus shifted
toward professional boxing.
Holm transitioned into MMA in
2011, chopping her opponent down
with vicious leg kicks en route to
a second-round victory in her debut match. She dances around her
prey, always on her toes, closing
distance only to prod them with
sharp jabs, then shuffles around
her staggering foe; all this is done
to set up a straight left to the jaw or
a swift kick to the temple. Her 9-0
record leading up to UFC 193 featured six knockouts, a much higher
percentage than in her boxing days.
The 34-year-old had conquered
one sport and was determined to
climb to the top of another.
Rousey began her combat career in judo, much like her mother,
AnnMaria De Mars. De Mars was
the first American to win gold at the

World Judo Tournament in 1984
before earning her Ph.D. in Educational Psychology from the University of California, Riverside six
years later. Alongside judo master
Jimmy Pedro, De Mar trained Rousey to become an Olympic medalist,
winning bronze in the 2008 Beijing
Games. While Rousey is proud of
this accomplishment, she retired
from judo at 21 and moved on to
MMA because, according to her bio
on UFC.com, she “...didn’t really
want to work in a conventional field
of work.” Rousey cruised to a victory in her professional debut, locking in an armbar just 25 seconds
into the match. This tactic soon
became her signature move as she
went on to win eight of her next 11
competitions via submission.
Miesha Tate was the only opponent to ever reach the second
round against Rousey prior to her
bout with Holm. The two battled it
out at UFC 168 two years ago with
Rousey putting her title on the line.
They shared similar attacking styles
highlighted by superb grappling
skills with agility on the ground.
Tate’s flurry punches and ability to
escape the armbar pushed Rousey
to three rounds, but Rousey eventually coiled around Tate’s left arm,
forcing a tapout.
One by one, challengers
stepped into the Octagon only to
submit to Rousey’s will; her most
notable fight featured Cat Zingano
surrendering so fast that the entire
fight could fit in a single Instagram
video. Hollywood latched onto
the 28-year-old as she skyrocketed to worldwide fame, starring
in major action films, magazine
spreads and making talk show appearances. One month before UFC
193, Rousey detailed Holm’s game
plan against her on The Tonight
Show. As if staring into Jimmy Fallon’s eyes produced a “That’s So
Raven vision” in Rousey, it went

exactly as she predicted.
Touching gloves with the contender is normally a sign of respect,
but the title-holder refused to do
so seconds before the event after
a minor dust-up during the official weigh-in the day before turned
Rousey bitter. As the bell rang,
the gladiators met in the center
of the arena, and it became clear
Rousey altered her style to match
Holm’s striking punch for punch,
rather than taking the boxer to the
ground and locking in the armbar.
Holm stuck to her strategy by gliding around the Octagon, using her
slight reach advantage to hold the
champ at bay.
Rousey chased Holm around
the cage as the match dragged on.
Already the second-longest fight of
her career two minutes in, Rousey
let her guard down as she leaned in,
exposing her chin to a Holm step-in
left elbow. Rousey countered with a

takedown and was suddenly in a
favorable position, only for Holm
to maneuver back onto her feet,
where she was greeted by a thunderous applause. In the fourth
minute, Holm landed blow after
blow squarely on Rousey’s nose
and as Rousey lunged at her, she
evaded the swipe, lifted the reigning champion and slammed her to
the mat, beating Rousey at her own
game. Wise enough not to commit to the ground game, Holm let
Rousey off the mat and exchanged
fists for a brief moment before the
round concluded.
Round two was much of the
same with Rousey failing to protect
herself from the onslaught of jabs
and straights. Thirty seconds in,
Rousey crept toward the challenger
and telegraphed a left hook, which
Holm ducked right under. The
champ stumbled to one knee and
popped up looking dazed, but still

advanced toward her opponent.
Holm pounded her with a straight
left, tossed her aside and when
Rousey tried to regain her composure, she stepped into a vicious left
kick to the head, knocking her unconscious and forcing the referee to
mercifully end the match.
With the win, Holm simultaneously became the first fighter ever
to win a world title in boxing and
MMA in his or her career as well
as the first to dethrone Rousey. The
fact that the latter statement is less
often repeated than the former,
proves the now-former champion
deserved all the praise she was
awarded. Rousey had planned time
away from fighting to fulfill more
acting roles with UFC 200 in July
2016 tentatively scheduled as her
return date. Letting her first loss
simmer will only further add hype
to a potential rematch with the new
bantamweight champion.
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Despite facing 16-1 odds, Holm stayed in complete control against Rousey en route to her ninth knockout of her MMA career.
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Baruch Weekly
THEME: HOLIDAY SONGS

NOV 2015
MON

23
TUES

24
WED

25

ACROSS
1. Boreal bursts
6. Soldier’s bed
9. Microbrewery product
13. *”We all will be together
if the fates ____”
14. Romanian money
15. Plural of pupa
16. Stupid and silly
17. Eyeball shape
18. Bornean ape
19. *”Feliz ____”
21. *”...with your nose so
____, won’t you guide my
sleigh...”
23. Gourmet mushroom
24. Windows to the soul?
25. “Hee ___” variety show
28. Persian backgammon
30. Knowledgeable
35. Shining armor
37. Oriental ware, pl.
39. One of seven dwarfs
40. St. Louis’ Gateway
41. *”Mele Kalikimaka is the
____ to say”
43. Singer-songwriter Amos
44. Scout’s mission
46. End of line
47. Mint product
48. Mrs. Potts of “Beauty and
the Beast”
50. Falling-out

JENNY PERLIN: OPEN SENTENCE
ALL DAY | New Media Artspace| Free
BUZZ EVENT FOR FEED 5000
12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. | VC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
EXCEL WORKSHOP
12:40 p.m.-2:20 p.m. | VC 10-155 | Free
GAME NIGHT
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
ISO THANKSGIVING DINNER
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 1-107 | Free
DOUBLE IT!
8:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. | BPAC | $25 with Student ID

THURS

26 THANKSGIVING
FRI

52. Lamb serving
53. Thomas the Engine’s
warning
55. Plays for pay
57. Part of a ﬂower, pl.
60. *The weather is frightful
but this is so delightful
64. Natural talent
65. Nightcap rocks
67. Run ____ of the law
68. Full of curd
69. *”Jolly Old Saint
Nicholas, Lean your ____
this way”
70. First light, pl.
71. Algonquian people
72. Dashboard acronym
73. Wipe it clean to start
fresh
DOWN
1. No this without pain?
2. Longer forearm bone
3. Member of people of
eastern Europe
4. Second T in T&T
5. ABBA’s home
6. Doofus
7. *”____ the ﬁelds we go
laughing all the way”
8. Short and plump
9. Town
10. Sashimi choice
11. “____ Buy Me Love”
12. Liquor store pony

15. Composed and selfassured
20. Like exes
22. Christian minister, abbr.
24. Most avant-garde
25. *”It” in “...but the very
next day you gave it away”
26. Come to terms
27. Neopagan religion
29. German industrial valley
31. Drilling group
32. Thread holder
33. Chill-inducing
34. *”The ﬁre is slowly
____, and my dear, we’re
still goodbying”
36. Do this until you drop?
38. Finger move
42. Charted record
45. *”You better watch out!
You better ____ ____”
49. Beneﬁciary of holiday
toy drives
51. Found on a tire
54. Basketry stick
56. Butcher’s refuse
57. Its out of focus
58. Like pink steak
59. Assistant
60. 4 years to a President
61. Caucus state
62. Litter member
63. Someone ____
64. TV monitor, acr.
66. Part of graduate’s
ensemble

REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER

27 COLLEGE CLOSED

CROSSWORD SOLUTION:

ISSUE 10

SAT

28 COLLEGE CLOSED
SUN

29

JENNY PERLIN: OPEN SENTENCE
ALL DAY | New Media Artspace| Free
DOUBLE IT!
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | BPAC | $25 with Student ID
*Oﬀ-campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar

Career Spotlight

baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center

FUN FACT

PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
“Be open to meeting new people everywhere you go. The person you meet on line at

WHAT SCDC IS THANKFUL FOR
We’re thankful for our students! We at SCDC wish

Gregory’s could be your next job connection, a valuable mentor, or at least a good friend. Crazier

you a happy Thanksgiving; we hope you enjoy

things have happened in NYC.”

your break, and more importantly, remember to
destress and relax!
--Stella Kong
PEER FOR CAREER

SAVE THE DATE

INTERNSHIP UPDATE

EVENTS

SOUTH BRONX UNITED

Young and Rubicam Online Webinar
Tuesday, December 1, 2015, 4:00-6:00 pm

South Bronx United is oﬀering spring internship for education

RSVP for this online session to learn more about how advertising
agencies work.

Job Search Strategies
Wednesday, Dec. 1, 12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m., VC 2-190

Feeling frustrated because of the job search process? Look no
further; this workshop is designed to help you out.

Writing Winning Resumes
Thursday, December 3, 2015, 12:30-2:00 pm, VC 2-190
Find out how to format and write a professional, marketable
resume.

Finance 201
Thursday, December 3, 2015, 3:00-4:30 pm, VC 2-190
This workshop oﬀers a deeper and more insightful view into
careers in Finance.

South Bronx United is offering a Spring Internship for
Education from mid/late January to May. Interns work closely
with SBU educational staﬀ in
coordinating and supervising
the SBU After School Tutoring
Program. The program provides homework help and academic enrichment activities for
approximately 80 youth ages
10-15. Interns work 3-5 days
a week from 3:30-6:30 pm for
at least one semester and get
hands on experience administering an educational program,
counseling and tutoring youth,

and developing educational
resources. The internship is
perfect for those looking to
gain experience in the ﬁelds of
education, school counseling,
and social work. All interns will
receive training from our Director of Education and Social
Worker prior to working in the
classroom. They will also have
the opportunity to learn how
to read and understand students Individualized Education
Plans (IEPs).
Depending on the speciﬁc
interests and skill set of the
intern the job can be focused

on one or more of the following areas. The Programmatic
intern tracks student behavior
and progress, supports staﬀ in
tracking academic progress at
tutoring and school, and organizes/maintains classroom
space and records. The Counseling intern helps to resolve
conﬂicts between youths
and manages behavior, while
working with students to set
behavioral goals.
This is an unpaid internship
open to all majors; for more information visit STARRSearch
with the job ID 84531.

